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Lording 1t over the Conſctences, Liber- 


ties,and Eſtates both of King and People, 


To all thoſe that Love either their Relijg/o#, their Prince, 
their Country, or Themſelves. 


Rr His, and noleſs than All Thus, us the Import of the 

I Matter in Queſtion. The Government s charg*d 
by a Faction ro be Tyrannically, and Popilhly 
Aﬀected ; and This Pamphlet # to Prove, that the 
very Faction which charges This upon the Govern- 
ment, 25 #7 all Matters Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, 
Publick and Particular, the great Impoſer, and 
Uſurper it ſelf. 

But before Tenter upon the Subjett, I ds here previouſly Swear by 
the Hopes of a Chriſtian, that I am not moy'd to this Diſcourſe by 
any Byaſs, either of Partiality, or Faction ; That I have no Aver- 
ſton to the Party, any further than as I find them the Mortal Enemies 
of our Government, Laws and Freedoms ; and that in the Proſecu- 
tion of this Argument, I will not Preſs one Syllable, ( according to 
the beſt of my Skill, and Knowledge ) beyond the ſtrift Limits of 
Truth, andReaſon ; My Purpoſe being only to Uncover the Pit, 
that the VUnwary may not a ſecond time run HeadjJong into the ſame 
A 3 Prect- 


TTRANMNT: 


Precipice. I ſhall begin with the Platform of the Scottiſh Presby-- 
tery, and ſhew you the Soveraign, ane Unaccomptable Power which 

that Tudicatory claims to it ſelf. Ay next work will be, to' obſerye 

the Harmony betwixt'Sumcon and Levi; Their Conſiſtorians, and 

Ours, in the Frame, and Seope of their Diſcipline... © In the next 

place, well Compare ther Poſitions, and then conclude, with aView 

of their Uſarpations, Arbitrary Practices, and Proceedings : -and 

all This, extratted from the Unacniable Memorials, and Records of 
the Times, and Actions, whereof we are about to Treat; and in as 

few words as may be, to ſpeak, Home to it, and Clear. 


The Platform of. the Scottiſh Presbytery.: 


He Presbyterial Government has Four Tudicatories. A Paro- 
chial Seſſun;, 4A Presbyterial Confiſtory; A Provincial Sy- 
od; and A General Aſſembly. 

The Parochial Seſſion is conitituted of One Miniſter, or more 
with a Comnetent number of Lay-Elders ( their Presbyteri non Do- 
centes ) and Deacons. It meets once a Week, or oftner, if there 
be occaſion, and takes Cognizance of all Parochial Caſes concern- 
ing External Order,and Ceaſure. If there be but One Miniſter in the 
Pariſh, he is Conltant Moderatour : If More, they take their 
Turns as they can agree: upon't ; and they. are all of them Equal 
in Honour, and Juriſdiction... 'There paſſes no. Att without the 
Joynrt Conſent of the Anifter, Lay-Elders, and Deacons; or Plus 
rality of Votes ;, and Note, that the f7niſter has no Caſting Voice, 
The Power of Binding, or . Loofing ; of Cenſures Eccleſiaſtical ; 
end of External Order, and Worſhip, is Radically, and Equally in 
all So that the Lay-Elders,. and Deacons have as much the Power 
of the Keys, as the Miniſters, | | 

To ſupport this Juriſdiction; they haye their Four Sacred Orders, 
which they challenge to.be of Dzvine Right. Firſt, Their Preach- 
ing Elders ( wnom they call Afiniffers.) Secondly, Doctors ( or 
Univerſity Profeſſors.) Thirdly, Lay, or Ruling Elders, who 
ave as much Authority 1n the Debate, and Deciſion of Matters of 
Futh, Worſilp, Polity, Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures ; as the Preach- 
ino-Elders. Fourthly, Deacons, Take notice that their Lay- 


Elders, and Deacons are Annual, and conſequently one Year Sa- 


cred, and another Profane, 


'This }.. 
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This Sefſiex meddles only with things Parochial, as the Order- 
ing of the Pariſh-Church, and Peculiar Service; the Cenſure,of 
Lefſer Scandals; as Fornication, Drunkenneſs, Scolding, Sab-: 
bath-breaking, &c. And in difficult Caſes, they apply them-- 
ſ?lves to the Presbytery.. | 
In their Cenſures, they impoſe Civil Puniſhments, and Fines; 
they Imprifon Oſfenders. at pleaſure ; Cart them through the 
Town, ſet them in Pillories ; Shave one half of their Heads, 
Cut off their Beards : Nay, they take upon them by their own 
Authority to Baniſhwhom they pleaſe out of the Bounds of the 
Pariihz which 1s a direct Uſurpation of Soveraign Power : In Caſe 
of a Pecuniary Mulct inflicted, or of a Child born in Fornication, 
they will not allow the Infant to be Baptiz'd, if either of the Pa-- 
rents have not paid the Fine, or ſecur'd it, or ſatis\*d the Church. 


The Presbytery 1s next ; and it is made up in ſome places, of 
Mere, in others, of Fewer Pariſhes, and the King himſelf is not 
"on Exempt from the Power, and Juriſdiction of this Conſeſtory ; nor: 
| in Effect from the Authority of the very Parochial Seſſion, living. 
within the Precinct, either of-the One, or of the Other. This 
Judicatory 1s Compos'd of all the Parochial Mmiſters within its 
Compals, and a Lay-Elder for Each Pariſh: ſo that the Lay-El- 
ders are Equal to the Preaching-Elders both in Number,and Power ; 
and a. Botchers Vote goes as far under that Capacity, in Divine 
| Matters, as the Voice of the moſt Reverend, and Learned of the 
| Clergy ; only a Lay-Elaer cannot properly be a Moderatour ; tho? 
[- in ſeveral Caſes they have diſpensd with that Scruple. 

This Court takes Cognizance Firſt, Of what 1s Refer*d, or 
Preſented tothem fram every Individual Pariſh. 2. Of all Capi- 
tal Crimes, and Scandals of the Higheſt Degree.  3- Of ſuch 
Offences as fall under the Cenſure of Excommunication. 4. Of 
all. Appeals from Seſſions. 5. Of all Differences that cannot be 
Conpos'd, or Deterinin'd in the Parochial Conclave. 6. Of the 
Viſitation, and Cenſure of what*s amiſs in every Pariſh, either in 
Preacher, or Other, 7. Of the appointing.of Readers,- and Schoo!- 
maſters. 

They meet commonly once a Week, or a Fortnight ; at which | 
Meetings, all the Miniſters, in their Turns, Exerci/e( as they call 
It ) in tne expounding, and applying of .Texts of Scripture : In 
theſe Exerciſes they have a ſort of People which they call Ex- 
q pctants of ſuch or ſuch a Presbytery, who arc Licenſed to Preach 
in : 
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in any Pariſh-Church within its Bounds. Theſe Expeants have 
uſually ſome ſmattering in Divinity ; as Country-School-Maſters, 
or the like : and they are Authoriz*d to do all Minifterial Afts, 
except Baptizing, or Adminiſtring the Lord's Supper; without 
Holy Orders, Impoſition of Hands, or any Qualification for the 
Sacred Function. There are more or fewer Presbyteries in a Coun- 
ty, according to the Number of Pariſhes; but all of them Inde- 
pendent one from another : If the King himſelf be Cited, he muſt 
Appear, or be Excommunicate for Contempt ;, and ſubmit his Earth- 
ly Scepter to their Scepter of -Chriſt, as they term it, and from 
thence, receive Chrift*s :Laws and Ordinances. As no Perſon is 
Exempt, ſo neither is anyiCr:me whatſoever that is either Com- 
mitted, or ſuſpected to be Committed within the Limits of their 
. Juriſdiction ; but they hook it in, as ſcanadalow to a Chriſtian Pro- 


feſſuon. 


A Provincial Synod is an Aſſociate Body of the Commiſſioners 
choſen out of all the Individual Presbyteries, within the Precinct 
of the Province : they meet twice or thrice a year, and Excrciſe 
an Over-ruling power over all the Prebyreries within that Pro- 
vince, in ſuch manner as the Presbytery ſuperintends the Parochial 
Seſſion. In this Judtcatory the Leading men of the Faction lay their 
Heads together ; form their Projects ; and when the Commrſſioners 
return from hence to their ſeveral Presbyteries, they intimate to 


the Advancement of thoſe Deſigns. 


The General A ſſembly 1s Soverargn, and Independent : Hither lies 
the Laſt Appeal, and the Juriſdiction of it 1s Univerſal in what 
concerns Eccleſtaſtical Matters, and Perſons, or Temporalsin Qr- 
dcr to Spirituals. They look upon themſelves as immediate 
entruſted by Ci7:iſt, and to Him only do they hold themſelves Ac- 
comptable. Whoſoever does not obey this Soveraignty, ( tho? 
the King himſelf ) he is to be Excommunicate, and the Nobility, 
Gentry, Colleftive Body ; nay, every Individual perſon is to 
:{\iſt tro the Compelling, Cenſuring, and Puniſhing of him to the 
utmoſt of his power. So that the King himſelf is at their Com- 
mand, and to order the Execution of their Cenſures, in Eſtate, 
Body, Lite, 2nd Death. 

Tothis Jrudicatory Two Preaching Elders, and a Lay-Elder are 
{ont as Ceommiſſuoiicrs $rOM City Presbytery in the Kingdom ; {o 
that 


As 


the particular Miniſters what Points they are to Preach upon, for - 
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that the Clergy have thus far two to one : but then reckoning that 
every Borough,and Corporation ſends One Commiſſioner,and the Uni- 
werſities, and Colledges their Commiſſioners too, which are moſt of 
them Lay-men, this Aſſembly of the Kirk, is turn'd into a Council 
of State. 

7 The King himſelf is alſo a Member of this Aſſembly, either Per- 
ſonally by Himſelf, or Virtually by his Commiſſioner ; but without 
a Negative Voice, or aty Power there, beyond that of a Lay- 
Elder : the Major part carryes it, and whatſoever they Vote, 
( tho? againſt the Kings Opinion, and Conſcience ) he is bound 
to ſee it put in Execution, upon pain of being Excommunicate, 
and Depos#d from his Government. Andif any thing be propos'd 
in this Aſſembly, as Spiritzal, ( tho? never ſo hazardous to the 
Crown) if they tell you that it is for Chrif*s Glory, there's no 
oppoling of it in favour of the Publick Peace, or State. The 
proper Preſident is a Preaching Elger, and this Judicatory they ac- 
count as Chriſt®s higheſt Tribunal upon Earth, from whence there 
lies no Appeal. . They are oblig'd to meet once a year, and they 
Indi, and Adjourn themſelves by their own power, without al- 
lowing the King to appoint either the Time, or the Place, only 
if there be any Occaſion of meeting before the time ſet, their 
Commiſſioners give an account of it to the King. 

The ſteps by which they mounted to this Arbitrary Jurisdiction 
were, A Diſlike, Firſt, Of the Church-Government ; Secondly, 
Of the Church-Ggvernours, Thirdly, They propos*d a Reforma- 
tion after the Geneva-Copy ; which not being admitted, Fourth- 
ly, They fram?d a Model of their Own. And laſtly ; by Fraud, 
Violence, and Rebellion they Impos'd it upon the Nation. 


The Engliſh Presbytery. 


His was the Method alſo, and the Deſign of the Engliſh Diſci- 
plinarians,under Queen El:zabeth,as appears by the Records 

of thoſe' times, tho? many particulars of the Conſpiracy were ne- 
ver brought to Light. The Examples of Geneva and Scotland, 
were at every turn preſs*d upon the Ergliſh; and a Confederacy 
was carry?d on in Both Nations, for the EreCting of the ſame Plat- - 
form of Presbyterial Diſcipline ; which one Daviſon, a Scotch- - 
2an, afhrms to have nolef Warrant tobe continwd perpetually _ 
the - 
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the Church, under this Precept, Feed my Sheep, than hath the 
Preaching of the Wora, or the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments. 
From 1560, to 1572,. they vented their Spleen only-in Libels, and 
Convennicles. In November 72. they Erected a Presbyrery at 
IWardeſworth in Serry ;, and from that time, to 1583, their Deſign 
was agitated in ſecret Meetings, which they calld- Conferences, 
wherein, ( ata London-Meeting ) they came to this Concluſton, 
That the Preſcat Government of the Church by Arch-Biſhops, and 
Biſhops z5 Anti-Chriſtian, and that the only Diſcipline, and Go- 
vernment of Chriſt, that &, by Paſtors, DoCtors, Elders, and 
Deacons, ſhall be Eftabliſhd in place of the Other. In. 1583, 
their Book of Diſcipline is Drawn up ( which they calPd the Sy- 
zodical Diſcipline,) and an Aſſembly being held upon it, among 
other Decrces, it was order®d, That the Comitial Aſſemblies are 
to be moniſhed, ' to make Collettions for Relief of the poor, and of Scho- 
lars : but eſpccially for Relief of ſuch Miniſters here, as arg put out 
for not Subſcribing to the Articles tender'd by the Biſhops : alſo for 


Relief of Scottiſh Miniſters, &c. Theſe Scortiſh Atiniſters were 


they that Juſtify*d the. Rebellious Act of making King Fames a 
Priſoner 1a 1583. and took Sanctuary in England, upon the Par- 
laments Declaring it Treaſon: And who f proper Inſtruments 
as they, tor the promoting of another Rebellion in England ? their 
Book of Diſcipline was review?d, and put in practice, in 1587. 
In 1589 1t was perfected, and in the Year foowing, the Conſpi- 
racy was detected ; when upon Examinations of Littleton, Ed- 
munds, Johnſon, Barbon, Holms, Brown, &c. it appear*d that 
the Diſcipline was Eraned, Subſcrib®d, and Carry*d on, in all 
reſpects after the Scorriſh Project, and Model. 

By publick Juſtice upon ſome of the ;privcipel Incendiaries, and 
King Fames his Vigilance, and Care afterwards, the Conſiſtorians 
were for along time kept within ſome tolerable compaſs. Their 


Mouths were ſtopt, upon the Conference at Hampton-Court, Anno 


1603, with a ſtrict Proclamation for the Obſerving of an Unifor- 
miy inthe Church : Epiſcopacy was reſtor*d in Scotland in 1610, 
and an Act paſs'd in a General Aſſembly at Aberdeen jn 1616, Ay- 
thor1zing the Compiling, and Framing a Publick Form of Litur- 
£Y» or Book of Common Prayer to be firſt preſented to the King, 
and after his Approbation, to be Univerſally receiv*d throughour 
the Kingdom : Which Book, purſuant to the A, was by the 


Arch-Bithop of Sr. Anarens ſent up to his Majeſty, and by him- 


ſelf, and his Order, Examiwd , Corretted, and Return'd : 
But 
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But his Majeſty ay before it could be put in praQtice. And this 
was the Book, which with very little Alteration, and that too, 


1n fayour of their pretended Scruples, was by the late King's Pro- 


clamation in 1637, commanded to be publickly us?d in all Coun- 
ties of that Kingdom. IT here were alſo diverſe of the Engliſh 
Rites and Ceremonies ſetled in 1618, by five Articles that paſs'd 
the Affembly at Perth; which Articles coſt King James an Expen- 
ſive Journey into Scotland the Year before; where he was forc'd 
to tell them plainly, in a Speech at St. Andrews, That it was a 
Power belonging to all Chriſtian Princes to ouder matters in the Church; 
and that he would never regard what they approvd, or diſapprov'd, 
except they broucht him a Reaſon which he could not anſwer. To 
which, upon Conſideration they made his Majeſty this Return, 
That if he would grant them a Free Aſſembly, they would therein ſa- 
tisfie hu Majeſty in all the Points he had propounded. The King de- 
pending upon it, return'd into England, and the day of the Aſ- 
{embly being come, and nothing done according to their promiſe 
his Majcity went a ſhort way to Work with them, and took away 
their Augmentations, that he had formerly allow?d them out of 
the Exchequer, which brought down their Stomachs,and made way 
for the paſling of the aforeſaid Articles. 

It is not my Intent to write any thing more of the Hiſtory of the 
Times, than what I find pertinent to my preſent purpoſe : ſo that 
paſſing over the Grumblings and Mutinous Diſpoſitions that ap- 
pear*d in the Remainder of King James ;, and the firſt Seven or 
Eight Years of King Charles his Reign ; I ſhall only tell you, by 
way of Introduction to what follows, that the late King Eoghan 
before-hand order*d a Convention of the Eſtates ) upon the 2 
of ay, 1633. began his Journey towards Scotland, in order to 
his perſonal Coronation, where he was receiv?d with a pomp, and 
Acclamation, befitting the Dignity, and the Solemnity of the 
occaſion. His firlt work was to ratifie the Laws, and Statutes of 
his Predeceſſor, in Relation to Church-Government ; which paſs'd 
not without ſome Oppolition : but the Commiſſion of Surrenders 
went yet nearer them, tho? both the Owners of Lands, and rhe 
Miniſters were ſo abundantly fatisfh*d, that the Former (as the King 
himſelf fays in his large Declaration, pag. 9. ) ackzowledg'd it as a 
Deliverance from an Intolerable Bondage, under which They and their 
Anceſtors, ever ſince the Reformation of Religion, had grievouſly 
Groand; and the Other, with Infinite Gratitude Celebrated his Ma- 
jiſty, as the Father, and Founder of os Churches. The Caſe _ 
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is. ( as Heylsnrenders k in his Cyprianus Anglicw, par. 224.) 
. HE orky of King James, the Lands of all Cathedral Churches, 
and Religious Houſes, which had been ſetled on the Crown by Att of 
Parliament, were ſhar”d among the Lords, and Great men of that 
Kingdom, ( by the Connivance of the Earl of Murray and ſome ather 
of tbe Regents,) to make them ſure unto that fide : and T Wy yeng thus 
poſſe d of the Lanas, with the Regalities, and Tithes belonging to 
theſe Eccleſiaſtical Corporations, held the Clergy to ſmall Stipends, 
and the peaſantry in Vaſſalage. His Majeſty was advis'd by Coun- 
cil, to take them into hisown hand, rhe preſent Occupants having 
zo other Title to them, than the unjuſt Vſurpation of their Predeceſſors, 
And this was carry*d in ſuch a manner too, that the very Nob!lity, 
and Ley-patrons could not open their Mouths againſt it ; for they 
were fatisf?d for their Tithes, to the Uttermoſt Farthing, only 
they loſt the Dependency of the Clergy and. Larry upon them, by 
Virtue of theſe Tithes, and conſequently the power of making a 
party to embroil the Government. They contented themſelves. 
within the Bonnds of Libels, and Clamours, till that Rebellious 
outrage in the great Church of Zdenburgh, on the 23 of Zwly, 1637. 
Which was no more than the emprovement of an occaſion to put 
the Principles of the Conſeftory in Execution. Ple make ſome 
amends for the length of this Digreſſion, by contracting ny ſelf 
upon the Dz/cipline which was afterward erected in Ernglayd, after 

e Scotch pattern. 


Tt will be a hard matter to paſs from 1637, to 1648 without 
taking ſome notice of the Horrid Diſtempers in that Interyal : 1 
ſhall only tell you that after three or four Years fpent in Diffolving 
the Legal Government, and Debating what we ſhauld have in the 
place of it 3. out comes the Dzirefory, Far. 3. 1644. with an Or- 
dinance of the Lords and Commons, tor the Authorizing of it. And 
afterward, Ang. 23. 1645- another Ordinance, for the more ef- 
fectual execution of 1t ;- which was follow?d, Jr. 5. with an Or- 
dinaxce for the preſent fetling of it without further delay, and 
Aug. 19. 1646. with Dire&:ons for the Chuſing of Ruling-Elders iz 
all the Congregations, and in the Claſſical Aſſemblies for the Cries 
of London, and Weſtminſter, and the ſeveral Counties of that 
Kingdom, #n order to the ſpeedy ſetling of the Presbyterial Govern- 
ment. There paſs'd alſo an Oradinaxce for the manner of Ordina- 
tion of Miniſters, with Rules for Examination, and Suſpenſion from 
the Hely Supper, &c. And another of January 29. 1647. for the 
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ſpeedy dividing, and ſetling the ſeveral Counties of this Kingdom into 
Diſtintt Claijlical Presbyteries, ard Congregational Elderſhips : 
and they came at laſt, Arg.29.1648. to The Form of Church Go- 
vernment, 70 be wd in the Church of England, and ireland, agreed 
upon by the Lords and Commons aſſembled in Parliament, after Ad- 
vice had with the Aſſembly of Divines. And all this, toward the 
promoting of an Union with the Kirk of Scotland. I ſhould have 
told you of the Ordinance of Fur. 12. 1643. for the calling an 4/- 
ſembly of Learned, and Godly Divines, to be conſulted with by 
the Parliament, for the'fecling of the Government of the Church : 
the Knights of every Shire to make choice of two, that ſhould 
ferve as Members for'that County : and theſe, in ConjunCtion 
with ſo many of the: Members of Both Houſes, as might ſerve to 
inſpect their Actions, took upon them the Powers, and Authori- 
ty of a Convocation. | : | 
The Form of their Government was the ſame with that of Scor= 
land : they had their Congregational, Claſſical, Provincial , and 
National Aſſemblies ;, with the ſame degrees of Subordination, and 
Veſted, in proportion, with the ſame Powers. They had their 
Expettants too, and the Conſtitution of their ſeveral Juarcatories 
was the very ſame ; only the Lords, and Commons ( under the 
Notion of a Committee for judging of Scandal ) were fo wile as to 
reſerve the Laſt Appeal to Themſelves, which was formerly lodg?d 
in the General AY ; by which Device, the Schiſm was made 
{ubſervient to the Revellion; whereas in Scotland it was the clear 
contrary. And they had alſo another Hank upon thern; in ap» 
pointing that the National Aſſembly ſhould meet upon a Sammons 
by Parl:ament, and then fit, and continue, as the Parltament ſhould 
order, and not otherwiſe : for they were not” able to conſent ( the 
faid) ina Declaration of the Houſe of Commons, Apr. 17.1646. 
to their Granting of an Arbitrary, and Unlimited Power, and Ju- 
riſdiction, to near ten thouſand: Judicatories, to be erefed in the 
Kingdom, which could not be conſiſtent with the Fundamental Laws, 
and Government of it ; and which, by neceſſary nh ge. on; did 
exclude the Parliament from having any thing to do in that Furwditt io 
on. But the Nation is never the better yet for this Caution, ſo 
long as the Tyranny, and the Slavery 1s ſtill the ſame. 
From this view of their Brotherly Agreement in Government we 
ſhall now proceed to their Harmony in Poſitions 3 and our Brethren 
of Scotland ſhall lead the way. 
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The Poſitions of the Kirk, under the Queen Regent, and: 
James VT. 


He Puniſhment of ſuch Crimes ( ſays Knox) as touch the Ma-- 

jeſty of God, doth not appertain to Kings, and Chief Rulers 
only, but to the whole Body of the People, and to every Member of 
it, as Occaſion, Calling, and ability Lag ns : Nay, they are bound. 
by Oath to God, to GO Injury done to bus Majeſty. If Prin-- 
ces be Tyrants againſt God, and his. Truth, their Subjefts are diſ- 
chard; from their Oaths of Obedience. The Nobility, and Commonalty 
ought indeed to Reform Religion; and in that Caſe, may remove from 
Honuur, and Puniſh ſuch as God has condemwd ; of what Eſtate, 
Condition, or Degree ſoever. It. 1s not Birth-Right only, nor near- 
neſs of Bloud, that maketh> a King Lawfully to Reign over a people 
profeſſng Chriſt Jeſus ; bur Princes, for Juſt Cauſes, may be De- 
pod. Kings, Princes, and Gavernours, have their Authority of 
the People ; and, upon occaſion, the People may take it away again. 
"Thus tar Knox.;, Now for Buchanan. 

The People ( ſays he ) have the ſame Power over the King, which 
He has over any one man; They are better than the King, and o 
Greater Authority,and may beſtow the Crown at Pleaſure. The making 
of Laws belongs to Them: They may Arraign their Prince ; the Mi- 
rifters may Excommunicate him; and He that by Excommunication 
25 caſt into Hell, us not worthy to Enjoy any Life upon Earth. It were 
Good ( ſays he ) that Rewards were appointed by the People. far ſuch 
as ſhould Kill Tyrants ; as there are for thoſe that Kill Wolves, or 
Bears, or take their Whelps. 

. TheSeizing, and Impriſoning of King James, in Aug. 1582. 
being __ Treaſon by the Three Eſtates, in Decemb.18. 1583. 


and ſome of the Criminals Executed ;.- an Aſſembly of Anifters, 


andElders atEdinburgh,in 1585.did nobonly Authorize, and Avow 
the Action, but alſo ordain'd all people to be Excommunicated, 
that would not Subſcribe to their Judgment. And Andrew /Mel- 
vil, being Cited to anſwer for Treaſon dcliver*d ina Sermon, de- 
clin'd the King's Authority, affirming, that what was ſpoken in the 
Pulpit ought firſt;to be n's by the Presbytery ; andihat neither King, 
mor Council, might in the firſt inſtance meddle therewith, although the 
Speech were Treaſonable. ; 


Upon 
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| Opn King James his coming to the Crown of England, he or- 
der*d the Proroguing of the Aſſembly at Aberdeen, which was to 
"have met in 1604. to a longer day : But thirteen or- fourteen of. 
them, for all this, met formally at the day appointed : the Lords 
of Council diſcharg'd their Meeting ; Whereupon they Proteſftcd, 
That in Conſcience, and in Duty to Almighty God they were bound to 
preſerve the Churches Right, and neither could, nor would give way to 
that Power the King had Sacrilegiouſly Vſurp'd over it. Hereupon 
they were Convented, and Appeal'd from the King*s Council, to. 
the next General Aſſembly, 1 had almoſt forgotten the Determi- 
nation of Wilcock,, and Knox:; who poſitively gave their Judg- 
ments, That it was Lawfulto 72 ſe the 0 as Regent, Where-- 
upon, ſhe.was ſolemnly Procefd, Sentenc'd, and Depriv'd. 


The Poſitions of the Presbyterians, under Queen Eliza- 
beth. | 


Tz Church ( ſays Cartwright ) wherein any Magiſtrate, King. 
or Emperor 18 a Member, ts divided into ſome that are to Go- 
ven, 4 Paſtors, Doctors, and Elders, and into ſuch as are to - 
bey, as Magiſtrates of all ſorts, and the People. The Admonitour 
holds it fit, that he, and his Companions may be deliverd by Att of 
Parli:ment, fromthe Authority if the Civil Magiſtrates; as Tuſti- 
ces, and Others, from their Indiftings, and Finings, Every fault 
ſays Cartwright ) that tendeth either to the hurt of a Man's Neigh- 
our, or to the kindrance of the'Glory of God, is to be Examin'd, and 
Dealt in by the Orderof. the Holy Church. Nay, the very Sujpicion 
_ of Avarice, Pride, Superfluities in Meat, or Clothing, falls un- 
der their Laſh. . 

All men ( ſays Goodman ) are bound to ſee the Laws of God kept, 
and to Suppreſi, and reſiſt Idolatry by force. Nor is it ſuſſicient for 
Subjetts not to obey the Wicked Commands of Princes, but they muſt 
reſiſt them; and Deliver the Children. of God ont of the hands of 
their Enemies, as we would deliver a Sheep that is in danger to be dc- 
vourd by a Wolf: If the Magiſtrate ſhall refuſe to put Mafi-Mon- 
gers, and falſe Preachers to Death, the People ( in ſeeing it per- 
form'd) ſhew that Zeal of God which was commended im,Phmeas. 
Subjetts do promiſe Obedience, that the Magiſtrate might help them ; 
which if he does not, they are diſcharg*d of their. ant $54 
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Maxiſftrates without Fear tranſgreſs God's Laws themſelves, and 
Command others to'do the like, they are no more tobe taken for Ma- 
eiſtrates, but to be Examind, Accusd, Condemn”d, and Puniſhd, 
as private her, js. td Evil Princes ought by the Law of God to 
be Depos'd, and Inferiour Magiſtrates ought chiefly to doit. And 
now hear Glby to the ſame Tune. 

K ings, Princes, and Governours have their Authority of the People, 


and upon occaſion, the People may take it away again, 4s men may re- 


voke their Proxies, and Letters of Atturny. It us Lawful (ſays he) 
zo kill wicked Kings, and Tyrants; the Subjects did kill the Queens 
Highneſs Athalia : Jehn kid the Queens Majeſty Jezabel : : Elias, 
being no Magiſtrate, kilPd the Queens Majeſfjes Chaplains, Baal's 
Prieſts: Theſe Examples are left for our Inſtruttion, where Fuſtice 
75 not Executed, the State 1s moſt Corrupt. If neither the Inferiour 
Magiſtrates, ( ſays he) nor thegreateſt part of the People will do 
their Offices ; ( in Puniſhing, Depoſing, or Killing of Princes ) ther 
the Miniſters muſt Excommunicate ſuch a King. It would be'end- 
leſs to follow theſe Inſtances as far as they would carry me ; ſo 
that Vle back now again into Scotland; and you will find them 


much of the ſame Opinion under Charles I. as they had been un- 
der hs Royal Father. 


The Poſitions of the Kirk under the Late Kzng. 


bs their Proteſtation of September 22. 1638. againſt the King's 

Declaration, they fay, Firſt, That what Subjetts do of their 
own heads, is much better than what they do in Obedience to Authori- 
ty, the One ſavouring of Conſtraint, but the Other being Voluntary, 
and Chearful Obedience. | | 

Secondly, That the Parliaments Power does no more reach to the 
Placing of Officers Originally in the Church, than the Church has 
Power to make States-men in the Common-wealth. 

Thirdly, The Parliament can make no Law at all concerning the 
Church, but only Ratifie what the Church Decrees : And after it has 
Ratify*d it, yet if the Aſſembly of the Church ſhall prohibit it, and 
Repeal thav Decree of the Church, all the Subjetts are diſcharg*d from 
yeelding Obedience to the Att of Parliament. 

Fourthly, The Aſſembly has power to diſcharge all Subſcriptions to 
the Confeſſion of Faith commanded to be Subſcrib®d by bis Majeſty ; 
and as it 15 Interpreted by Him, or his Commiſſuner, Fifthly, 
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Fifthly, The Aſſembly, without the King, us the Church, aud the 
enly Judge Competent, # to Interpret, and Explain all Dowbts ariſing 
upon the Confeſſion of Faith commanded by his Majeſty. 

Sixthly, Tho? the Law be Interpreted, yet if the Interpretation be 
diſlik'd by moſt of the Kingdom ; the Body of the Kingdom ( for whoſe 
Good the Law was made ) may crave the lawful Redreſi of Grievan- 
ces ſuſtained by that Law. Take Notice here, that they had al- 
ready actually tranfgreſs*d the Law ( without ſtaying for Leave ) 
and Juſtified the Doing of it. 

Seventhly, The Aﬀembly ts Independent either from King, or Par- 
liament, in matters Eccleſiaſtical. 

Eighthly, That the King is to Receive all the Determinations of an 
Aſſembly, as a Son of the Church, tho" they be not matters of Faith, 
but only of Government ; and concluded by Afts of Parliament. 

Ninthly, Jt zs Lawful for Subjetts to make a Covenant, and Com- 
bination without the King ; and to enter into a Bond of Mutual De- 
fence againſt the King ; and all Perſons. whatſoever ( tho? againſt 
ſeveral Acts of Parliament.) 


Tenthly, Jt is Lawful for themſelves, ( ſitting in an Aſſembly). 


to Inditt a New Aſſembly, without the Kings conſent . 

Eleventhly,, If Subjeits be convented before the King and Conn- 
cil for any miſdemeanour ; they may _ from the King and Coun- 
cil to the next General H_— and 
the Glory of God, or the Good of the Church concerwd mm the matter 
in Oueſtion. _ 

Twelfthly, They do not deſire the King to Indift a General Afſem- 
bly, as mow his Authority, but rather for his Honour, and for the 


Conntenance of their Proceedings : Aleagrne, that if the Prince ſhall 


omit to do his Duty, the People, from whom he had his Power Origi- 


ally, may Reſume it. | 

Thirteenthly, If the King?s Voice ſhall be deny'd to any thing, 
tho? never ſo Unjuſt, and Illegal, that ſnall be carry'd by the major 
part of the Aſſembly, his Majeſty is bound Jure Divino to enforce 
Obedience to thoſe Atts, and the Counſellors, or Judges refuſing to 
Execute, ſhall be Excommunicate, and depriv”dof their Places, and 
Eſtates. 


Fourteenthly, 4» Aſſembly may Abrogate Afts of Parliament, 
and diſcharge the Subjett from Obeying them, if they any way reflett 


pon the Buſineſs of the Church. 
Fifteenthly, The Proteſtation of the Subjefts againſt Laws Eſta- 


bliſd, either before the Fudges of the people, or the people themſelves 
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who are bornto be Tudg*d, doth void all Obedience to thoſe Laws, 
without ever bringing of them to be aiſcuſNd before a Competent 
1dge. 

7 S)rreenth] , The major part of the people may do any thing ( they 
ſay ) which they Themſelves conceive conducing to the Glory of God, 
and the good of the Church, any Laws to the contrary notwithſtand- 
ing. 
Theſe Poſitions you will find 1n his Majeſties Large Declaration 
concermns the Tumults in Scotland pag. 407. & deinceps. We ſhall 
now ſee how the Counterpart of 'this Confederacy - behav'd it 
ſelf in Enzland : and thew you the Dott7ine, and Principles of the 
Fattion, 1n the very Infancy of the Rebellion: as appears out of 
their own Ats. Sec Husbana's Exatt Cillettions, Printed in Lon- 
don, 1643. 


The Poſitions of the Engliſh-Covenanters : and Firff, 
In Caſe of the King's Authority. | 


Fter that the Faction had extorted from his Late Majeſty 

A ſuch Conceſlions as never any Prince granted bcfore Him- 
ſelf; and when they had Defan''d his Government, and his Per- 
ſon; and poyſon'd his people, with Conteniptuous, and Scanda- 
lous Libels; upon March 2. 1641. they began to VUnmask, and 
to diſcover to the World, that their Deſign was not to Reform, 
but to Govern; and upon pretence of Fearing an Invaſion, from 
abroad, took the power of the 2£it:a into their own hands at 
Home ; Reſolving upon the Queſtron, p. 96. That the Kingdom be 
forthwith put into a Poſture of Defence, by the Authority of Both 
Houſes, This Vote was ſeconded by another, of March 15.p.112. 
That in Caſe of Extreme Danger, and of his Majeſties Refuſal ( to 
give them the Power of the /ilitia) the Ordinance agreed on by 
Both Houſes for the Militia, doth Oblige the People, and ought to 
be Obey'dby the Fundamental Laws of this Kingdom. His Majeſty 
inſiſting upon the lilegality of This Proceeding, Borh Houſes paſs?d 
this following Yote, March 16. That when the Lords, and Com- 
mons in Parliament, ( which ts the Supreme Court of Fudicature in 
the Kingdom ) ſhall Declare what the Law of the Land is ; ro have 
This, not oaly Queſtiond, and Controverted, but Contraditfted , 
and a Command that it ſhould not be Obeyed, ts a High Breach of the 
the | Pri 
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Privilege of Parhament, peg. 114. Finding themſelves pinch'd 
upon this Point, they fly toa Diſtin#:on betwixt the Letter; and 
the Equity, of all Laws, pag. 150. Theres (ſay they) im Laws, 
an Equitable, and a Literal Senſe: His Majeſty is Entruſted, by 
Law, with the Militia, bat *tis for the Good, and Preſervation of 
the Republique againſt Foreign Invaſions, or Domeſtique Rebelli- 
ons; not that the Parliament would by Law Entruſt the King with the 
Militia, againſt Themſelves, or the Common-wealth ; that Entruſts 
Them to provide for their Weal, not for their Woe, So that upon 
certain Appearance, or Grounded Suſpicion, that the Letter of the 
Law ſhall be emprowd againſt the Equity of it, the Commander go- 
ing againſt its Equity, diſcharges the Commanded from Obedience 
ro the Letter. | 

The pretence of Defending the Government 1s now advyanc'd to 
the Reforming of it. Apr. 9g. 1642. The Lords and Commons do 
Declare, That they intend a Due and Neceſſary Reformation of the 
Government, and Liturgy of the Church, pas. 135. = 

Having already by Violence encroach*d- upon the flitia, as 
againſt a Foreign Power, the firſt Conſiderable uſe that they make 
of it, is to employ It againit his Majeſties Anthority, and Perſon 
before Hull; and paſs*d Two FYotes, Apr. 28. in Juſtification of the 
Action. Reſolved, &c. That His Majeſties declaring of Sir John 
Hotham Traytory being a Member of the Houſe of Commons, 15 4 
| High Breach of the Privilege of Parliament. And That, without 
Proceſs of Law, it is againſt the Liberty of the Subjeft, and againſt 
the Law of the Land. Nay they Yote it May 17. Tobe againſt the 
Law of the Land, and the Liberty of the Subjett, his Majeſties Com- 
manding of Skippon to attend him at York ; and the very Removing 
af the Term to York from Weſtminſter ( ſirring the Parliament ) 
they Yote to be Megal; - and Order the, Loyd Keeper (notwithſtand- 
ing His Majeſties Command ) zot to Iſſue out any Writs, or Seal 
any Proclamation for that Adjournment. May 20. They Order alſo 
the putting of all the bs 4 R in England, and Wales, into the 
hands of Perſons well affetted to the Parliament, pag. 194- 

They find themiſelves' now in Condition to Threaten the King, 
and the Kingdom with Open War : and paſs upon the Queſtion, 
theſe Three following Votes. Firſt ; That it appears, thar the King 
( Seduc*d by Wicked Counſel ) intends to make War againſt the Par 
lizament, who, ( in all their Conſultations, and Attions ) have pro- 
por?d no other end unto themſelves, but -the Care of his Kingdoms, 
and the performance of all Duty,and Loyalty to hi Perſon, Rs 
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That whenſoever the King maketh War upon the Parliament, it s « 
Breach of the Truſt repoſed in Him by his People, Contrary to his 
Oath, and tending to the Diſſolution of his Government. Thirdly, 
That whoſoever ſhall Serve, or aſſiſt him in ſuch Wars, are T, raytors, 
by the Fundamental Laws of this Kingdom, &'c. And purſuant to 
theſe Votes, July 12., they Tynvhy hat an Army ſhall be forth- 
with Rais'd for the Safety of the Kings perſon ; Defence of Both 
Houſes of Parliament, and of Thoſe who have Obey'd their Orders, 
and Commands; and preſerving of the True Religion, the Laws, 
Liberty, and Peace of the Kingdom, pag. 457. All theſe Yores, 
and Declarations, they cauſe, with all Solemnity to be Printed, 
and publiſh'd : but at the ſame time, Hs Majeſeres Proclamations, 
and Declarations are ſaid tobe contrary to Law, pag. 449. And all 
Officers are forbidden any way to Publiſh, or to Proclaim the ſame. 
The King?s Commiſſions of Array are Declard, July 20. to be againſt 
Law, the Liberty, and Property of the Subjett. And the Altors in 
it tobe E ſteewd Diſturbers of the Peace of the Kingdom, pag. 478. 
And again, pag. 576. All ſuch perſons as ſhall, upon any pretence 
what ſoever, aſſiſt His Majeſty in this War, with Horſe, Arms, Plate, 
or Monies, are declar”d Traytors to His Majeſty, the Parliament, 
and the Kingdom ; and to be brought tocondign Puniſbment. 
* ThePoylonof their Artihcial Deluſions you will find Malici- 
ouſly enongh Diffus'd in their Remonſtrance of Hay the 26. 1642. 
pag. 263. And the Doctrine of That Declaration ſumm'd up with 
great exactnefs, in his Majeſties Anſwer to.it, contraCting the Ve- - 
nom of it into theſe Sex Poſutions, | 

Firſt, That they have an Abſolute Power of Declaring the Law ;, 
and that what ſeever they declare to be ſo, onght not to be queſtion®d,ei- 
ther by King, or. People :- ſo that all: the Right, and Safety of - the 
Prince, and,Subje(t, depends upon their Pleaſure.” 

Secondly, That no Preſidents can be Limits to Bound their Pro- 
ceedings ;, which, if ſo, The Goyernment of the Turk Himſelf is 
not {o Arbitrary. 

Thirdly, That a Parliament may diſpoſe of any thing, wherein the 
King, or Subjeft hath a Right, for the. Publique Good ; (ſpeaking 
all this While of the Remnant of the Two Houſes ) That they, 
withont the King, are Thu Parliament, and. Judge of This Publick 
Good ; and that the King's Conſent us not Neceſſary... So that the 
Life, and Liberty of the Subjett,” and all the Good Laws made for 
their Security, may be diſposd of, and Repeal" d by the Major part of 
Bath Hoxſes, at any time preſent, and by any W, ayes, and Means 
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procured ſo to be,, and his Majeſty has no Power to Protett them. 

Fourthly, That a Member of either Houſe ought not to be troubled, 
or medled with, for Treaſon, Felony, or any Other Crime, without 
the Cauſe firſt brought before them, that they may judge of the Fath,and 
their Leauec obtained to proceed. 

Fifthly, That the Soveraign Power reſides in Both Houſes of Par- 
liament. The King has no Negative Voice, and becomes Subje& to 
their Commands. | 

Laſtly, That the Levying of Forces againſt the Perſanal Com- 
mands of the King, ( tho) accompany? d with his Preſence ) i not Le- 
vying War ak the King: But to Levy War againſt his Laws, 
and Authority, ( which they have Power to Declare, and Signifie) is 
Levying War 4ginf the King ; and that Treaſon cannot be Com- 
mitted againſt his Perſon, otherwiſe than as he s Entruſted with the 
Kingdom, and Diſcharging that Truſt : and that they have a Power 
to judge, whether he di 7 Io :t oruo, Andtojuſtihe their Uſyr- 
pations, they do maintain, pag. 270. That the Kings of this Realm 
are Oblig*d to paſs, all ſuch Bills as are Offer”d unto them by Both 
Houſes of Parhament. 

It would be ſuperfluous to tell you of their Proclaiming Faſts,and 
aſſuming to themſelves other Rights of Soveraignty, under the ſpe- 
cious Pretence of a Parliament. But to ſhew you that it was all an 
Impoſture : If the King will not agree, the Two Houſes ( they 
fay ) may AC without him : If the Two Houſes differ, the Sove- 
raignty reſts in the Houſe of Commons. As in the Caſe of a Bill 
they ſent up to the Lords for Directing a Proteſtation* which they 
had Fram'd to be generally taken throughout England. This Bill 
the Lords Rejefted ; Wherenpon, the Commons paſs'd this Yore, 
That That Houſe did conceive that the Proteſt ation made by them ts 
fit to be taken by every Perſon that 1 well Aﬀetted in Religion, and to 
the Good of the Common-Wealth ;, and therefore doth declare, that 
what perſon ſoever ſhall not take the Proteſtation, 15 Unfit to bear Of- 
fice in the Church, or Common-Wealth, And fo they order*d the 
Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſles to ſend down to the ſeyeral Pla- 
ces for which they ſery'd, Copies of that Vote of the Houſe con- 
cerning the Proteſt ation, and that the Fore ſhould be Printed. They 
began with a Contempt of the Lords; they laid them quite afide 
at laſt; and in the Concluſion, they ehemſelyes were, upon their 
Own Arguments, Confounded by the Rabble. You ſee the Domi- 
nion theſe People Challenge over their after ; and 1t cannot be 
expected that they ſhould give any _ Quarter to their F _ 
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Subjects; But it is their Way of: making. Kings Gloriows, and Par 
tronizing the Liberty of the people. 


The Poſitions of the Engliſh-Covenanters, as to the Li. 
berty, a#d Propriety of the SubjeQ, 


N May, 1641. they enter'd upon their Deſign with the Pro- 
[| teſtation abovemention'd, in theſe Words; I A. B. dointhe 
Preſence of Almighty God, Promiſe, Vow, and Proteſt to Maintain, 
and Defend, as far as Lawfully I may, with my Life, Power and 
Eſtate the true Reformed Proteſtant. Religion, expreſi'd in the Do- 
Erine of the Church of England, againſt all Popery, and Popiſh In- 
novations within ths Realm,. contrary to the ſame Doftrine, and ac- 
cording to the Duty of my Allegiance to his Majeſtics Royal Perſon, 
Honour, and Eſtate; as alſo the Power and Privileges of Parliament, 
the Lawful Rights, and Liberties of the Subjetts, &c. Here was 
firſt , an Vſurpation in the Impoſing of it; and Secondly, an 
abominable Fraxd in the Conſtruttion of it. The Matter of it 
was ſo plauſible, that it went down without much. Enquiring into 
the Authority of it ; but upon the Commons declaring, that the 
Dottrine of the Church of England had no Regard to the Maintain- 
ing of the D#ſcipline and Government of it : and afterward, that 
the Soverargnty was Vartually in the Two. Houſes, and that by 
this Proteſt ation, they were oblig d to ſerve that Intereſt, Mens 
Eyes camie then to be Open'd, and they ſaw their Error : For they 
were call'd upon according to their Solemn Vow, and Proteſtation, 
to Subſcribe for oney, and Plate, pag. 340. and to Maintain 
Horſe,  Horſe-men, and Arms, for the Defence of the King, and 
Both Houſes of Parliament. In York-ſhire there was a Neatralit 
propounded by ſome Perſons of Eminent Condition in the Coun- 
ty; but the Lords, and Commons Declar'd againſt.it, pag. 629. 
asa Contradiction to the Tye of their General Proteſtation. And 
it went ſo high, that they paſt a Vote, O&. 15.42. That ſuch Per- 
ſons as ſhall not Contribute to the Charge of the Common-wealth in 
this time of Imminent Neeefity, ſhall be held fit to be Diſarm'd. And 
the ſame day, they Voted the Sequeſtring of Charch-Lands, Delin- 
quents Eſtates, and Revenues of the Crown. They Order'd Viftuals, 
and other Neceſſaries for the Army to be taken up upon Publick. 
Faith, Nov.29. 42-pag. 763, and where any thing was Refuſed, 
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to Force it : and likewiſe they appointed a Committee of Six Ci- 
tizens of London, or any Four of them for the Aſſeſſins all ſuch ( to 
the twenty'th part of their Eſtates ) as had not contributed upon the 
Propoſitions of raiſing Money, Plate, Horſe, 8c, in proportion to their 
Abilities. The id Aſſeſſment to be levy'd by Diſtreſs, and Sale ; 
and in Caſe of Refuſal, the Parties to be Impriſen'd, pag. 767. 
With further authority, Feb. 3.4-2.p. 777. to Breakopen any Cheſts, 
Trunks, Boxes, Dores, with Power to Seize ſuch Cheſts, with Money, 
67 Goods, for the Satisfattion of the Sums Aſeſd. And the ſame 
Power, Amplif®d, they granted to Commiſſioners for Levying 
of Money by a Weekly Aſſeſſment, upon London, and Weſtminſter : 
and every County, and City in England and Wales ; the City of Lon- 
don being Rated the V/cckly Sum of 100001. and Others in Propor- 
£107, 

You have here from their own Publick Ads, ( for I cite nona 
of their Pamphlets) a Breviate of the Powers they aſſumed to 
themſelves over King, and People: and this ſo early in the War 
too, that the Faction was not as yet ſure in the Saddle. ( For 
this was all before 1643.) You ſhall now ſee the Execution of 
theſe Arbitrary Priaciples by the Covenanters of Both Kingdoms in 
their Turns, and you ſhall Confeſs that tho? the Rigours of the 
Kirk, may ſerve asa Foll -to any Other Tyranny, the Engliſh have 
yet had the Honour to out-ſtrip their Maſters. 

According to. the Common Method of Innovators, their Firſt 
Work was, by Prefand Pulpit, to Defame the Government ; their 
Next. was, by Popular Artifice, to. ſtir ipthe Multitude by T#- 
mults to Reform it 3 and Laſtly, ( if they found their party ſtrong 
enough to Depend upon ) to Enter into a Confederacy, and Set up 
for themſelves. This was the Courſe that Knox, Willock, and 
their Followers took in Scotland under the Queen Regent in 1555- 
and afterward, under King. Fames VI. and Cartwright with his 
Complices went the ſame way to Work alſo under Queen El:iza- 
beth; only the Conſpiracy of Arthington, . Hacket, Coppinger, 
Wiggington, &c. was Diſcover'd, and the Plot diſappointed. But 
the Libels, and Tumults in Scotland, 1637. which led to that Im- 
pious Bond, and Covenant in 1638. had better ſucceſs. ( See his 
Late Majeſties Large Declaration upon that Subject. ) Andafrer 
their Pattern, ſo had the practices in Exgland in 1641. when the 
Parliament was ſo Over-aw?d by Txmults that the Vote of the 
Two Houſes was no other in Effect than the Senſe of the Rabble.in 


the Lobby, It was but their Bawling for Juſtice upon the m_ | 
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Earl of Srrafford ; their Crying down of Biſhops, and Popiſh Lords, 
and the thing is done. The Riots were ſo G reat, that the Lords 
preſs'd the Commons at a Conference, to Joyn with them in a De- 
claration for the Suppreſling of them. But it was anſwerd, 
ſaying, We muſt not diſcourage our Friends, this being a time we muſt 
make uſe of all cur Friends, God forbid ( ſays Mr. Pim) that the 
Houſe of Commons ſhould proceed in any way to diſhearten people to 
obtain their juſt Deſires in ſuch away; Exact ColleCtions, pag. 532- 
The K:rk, would have ſaid, that they did not kyow with what Spirct 
they were Over-RuPAd, as they told King James in the Caſe of Grb- 
ſon, and Black, for delivering Treaſon in the Pulpit. The next 
thing that follow'din Courſe, was a Combination; and that ſhall 
be the firſt Point wel handle in the Common Pratt:ices of the 
Party; which in One Word amounts to no leſs than the Diſſoln- 
ti0n of a Legal, and the Setting up of a Tyrannical Government. 


The Prattices, and Uſurpations of the Presbyterians 
upon the Civil Government. 


QO be as Clear now 1n their Pra&:ces, as Ihave been in their 
Poſitions, you ſhall have as good Evidence for their Pro- 
ceedings, as you have hadalready for their Principles. And Ple 
begin with the Foundation of their Empire; their audacious, and 
myſterious Covenant : Not with the arter, or the Deſign of it, 
but only to ſhew you that Covenarteng is the Method of the Party. 


Covenant: The Firſt Covenant of Scotland bears date Decemb. 3. 1557. at 
ing the Edinburgh: The Second at Perth, May 31.1559. The Third at 
Method of Sterling, Aug. 1. And a Fourth, at Leith, Apr. 27. 1569. They 
fe Pal). Enter*d alſo into another Covenant at Ayr, Sept. 4. 1562. which 


Knox calls a New Covenant. 

In England 1583. they Subſcrib'd their Diſcipline, and Enter®d 
intoa League both by Promiſe, and Writing, to do their parts 
toward the Eſtabliſhing of it. 

In Scotland 1638. ſo ſoon as ever they had ſetled their Tables of 
Advice, the Firſt Aft of thoſe Tables was their Solemn Covenant. 

And ſolikewiſe in England, the Commons Impos*d a Proteſta= 
tion, and then went on to Covenants, and Oaths without End. 


Here's 


and POPERYT. on 


Here's an Uſur ation upon Soveraignty. the very firſt ſtep the 
ſet; in the cxatbg of ..; Oath without, dc Auberity ; beſide! rs 4g 
that all Leagues of Subjetts among themſelves are ( inthe Eye of the Authority 
Law) no better than Seditious Conſpiracies. Wee'l come now to ©* 54 
the Pretence of theſe Comenants, wnich is only an Artifice of In- IN 
yelgling the Silly people into a Confederacy againſt the Government, 
under the Notion of promoting the Common Good. 


The End of the Firſt Scottiſh Covenant. above-mentioned ( at Tic Pre- 
Edinburgh) is ſaid to be the Defence of Chriſts Goſpel, and his tended 
Congregation, and of every Member of it againſt all Oppoſers, to Ends of the. 
the Death. The Second at Perth goes further, and extends to af ©9%" 
perſons that ſhall trouble them upon what pretence ſoever. In the 
Third at Sterling they bind themſelves from any Correſpondence 
with the Queen, either by Word, or Writing. Inthe Fourth at Leith 
they Covenant a Direct Revolt, and rhe reducing of all men by 
Force, that are not of their Opinion. . Intheir Laſt Bond, at Ayr, 
they declare againſt all men as Enemies that ſhall not ſubmit to their 
Government. . And upon the whole matter, they fonnd all their 
ſubſequent Proceedings un the Obligation of the Firſ# Cove- 
nant for the Defence of Chriſt”s Goſpel. 

The Pretext of the Scottiſh Covenant in 1638. was the Defence 
of the King's Majeſty, kis Perſon, and Authority in the Defence, and 
Preſervation of the True Religion, Liberties, and Laws of the King- 
dem : as alſo the Mutual Defence, one of another, againſt all ſorts 
of perſons whatſoever. | | 

And the Engliſh Proteſtation of 1641. looks the very ſame way, 
viz. for the Maintenance of the Dottrine of the Church of England ; 
the Power and Privileges of the Parliament, and Liberty of the 
Subjett. And what's the very Title of their Solemn League and 
Covenant, in 1643. but Reformation, and Defence of Religion; the 
Honour, and Happineſs of the King ;, the Peace, and Safety of the 
three Kingdoms ? 

So ſoon asever they had by theſe ſpecious appearances decoy'd 
an Inconſiderate part of the Natian into th? Net, they emprov'd 
the Fraud by expoundingupon all their Bonds and Covenants, quite - 
contrary to the Common Intent, and acceptation of the ſame. And ' 
made way thereby to the DeſtruCtion of all thoſe Intereſts which | 
the people thought they had Sworn to preſerve. But the Subject 


was ſo hamper'd betwixt the dread of ths Oath, among thoſe m 
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did riot widerſtond the Nullity of the Obligation ; and the Fors 
feiture of Life, Fortune, and Eſtate, if they ſhould-.not purſue it 
according to the Oraculous ſence of them that Impos'd it, that 
betwixt their Conſcrences, their Safetics, and Eſtates, they were 1n 
a great ſtraight. He that conſiders the Solemn, and the awful 
Circumſtances that accompanied the taking of theſe Engage- 
ments z the lifting np of the Eyes and Hands ; the atteſting of Al- 
mighty God ; the lnvocations of the Great Name of the Lord, and 
their appeals to the Searcher of all hearts; and compares their 
Actings with their Proteſtations, will find them perhaps the moſt 
Impious, and extravagant Contradiction in Nature. And That's 


the thing next to be Obſerv'd ina View of the Fabrick they raiſed 
upon this goodly Foundation... 


t2 
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After this Hypocriſie in the very Frame of their Project, there 
was but little of Good Faith to be expected in the erage of it -: 
And all their Covenanss, under Colour of Reforming the Govern- 
ment, were both in Conſtruction, and in effect, but ſo many 
Oaths for the Abjuring of it ; and the ſetting up of a more Blaſphe- 
mors Oracle in the Name of Chriſt Jeſus, than ever was filenc'd 
at his taking Fleſh upon him by his Holy Power. I call their Co- 
venants, Oracles; as well in reſpect of the [nſpiration, as of the 
Impoſiure. But we ſhall better underſtand them, by Tracing 
their Motions from one Uſurparion to another. 


Thc ſtcps By Letters from Sterling of March 10. 1556. Knox was invited 
by which from Geneva, with This Aſſurance, That the Faithful in Scotland 
the Holy mere ready to jeopard their Lives, and Goods for the ſetting forward 
— of the Glory of God, as he would permit. Theſe Letters. came to 
UANC . . . . __ So © 
into 4 Di- 11S Hand in. ay, And in September following ( with the privt- 
rc Rebel- ty, and encouragement of Calvin ) he left Geneva, and Offob.24. 
lien. arrlv'd at Dzepe,(with intent to Imbark for Scotland) where he met 
with other Letters, diſſwading his return. (See his Hiftory of 
Scotland, Fol. 107.) The Faction was now ready to g1ve up the 
Cauſe ; and had undoubtedly ſo done, but for Knox his Letter 
to ſome of the Nobility upon that Occaſion ; which re-confirn'd 
themin their Reſolutions. Your Brethren ( ſays he ) are Oppref'd 
( Fol. 109. ) and you ought tro Hazard your own Lives, ( be it againſt 
Kings,or Emperours) for their Deliverance. (So that here was 
Liolence intended, you ſee, in the very firſt Propoſition. ) By the 
Inſtigation of this Letter, they enter'd into their firſt:Covenant at 


Eain- 
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"Edinburgh in Decemb. 1557.( Fol.116, )and immediately after the 
Subſcribing of it, they Order*d the Common Prayer ( of England ) 
zo be read weekly on Sunday, and other Feſtival days, in all the Pariſh- 
Churches of that Kingdom, with the Leſſons f the Old and New 
Teſtament, Conformed to the Bockof Common Prayers, (Fol.111.) 
Soon after This, they Petition*d the Queen and Council for the 
Uſe of the Common Prayer in the Vulgar tongue, which was 
granted them, with an exception only to Edinburgh, and Leith, 
tor fear of Tumults : And upon the Neck of this Per:tion, follows 
a Proteſtation, deliver'd in Parliament, 1558. againſt all Atts of 
Parliament for the puniſhing of Hereticks ; the Removal of all Pre- 
lates, and their Officers from any place of Judgment : (Fol. 133.) 
Foretelling, by way of Menace, that if Abuſes ſhould chance to be 


Violently Reformd, the Government may thank it ſelf. From Pro-- 


reſting they Gather®d themſelves together, at St. Fohnſton, the Town 
Declaring for them. Hereupon, the Preachers were Summon'd 
to appear at Sterling, May 10. 1559. Andon the other fide, The 
Brethren Concluded that the Gentlemen of every Country ſhould accom- 
pany their Preachers, to the Day, and Place OO : that is, to 
St. Fohnſton, where they had their firſ# Aſſembly. Upon this Con- 
tempt, the Miniſters were Proclain?ed Traytors, and the Multi- 
tude fell to the Demoliſhing, and Rifling of Religzous Houſes ; 
where they found great Booty; and ſo they Proceeded to the for- 
tifying of themſclves, and calling in of their Friends to their 
Aſliſtance , maintaining their ground by Force, notwithſtanding 
A Proclamation for all of them to avoid the Town, under the pain of 
Treafon : ( Which place ſoon after was deliver?d up upon Com- 
poſition ) From the pretence of Defending themſelves in St.Fohr- 
ſton, they advancd, ſhortly after, to the Aſſaulting of it ;, and fo 
the Burning of Scoxe; the Seizing of the Ainting-Trons for the 
Coyning of their Plate. And then from Monaſteries, and Abbzes, 
they went forward to the Defacing, and Pillaging of Carhearals ; 
Parochial Churches ; and there were few Chancels that ſcap?d them. 
In their Anſwer to the Queens Proclamation of Ang. 28. 1559. 
they riſe from matter of Religion, to matter of Stare, ( Knox 
Hiſt. of Scotland, Fol.174.) And in direct Terms, Fol. 179. They 
affirm, that it appertaineth to the Nobility, and alſo to the Barons, 
and People, to bridle the Rage, and Fury of miſled Princes ; which 
was only a Prologue to the Formal, and Solemn Depoſal of the 
Queen Regent at Edinburgh, Oftob. 24. 1559. that enſu'd. Afeer 
This; they emplor'd aid from Emgland, under Colour of main- 
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taining their ancient Liberties. And the Treaty was ſign'd at Bere 
wick by the Commiſſioners of both Nations, Feb. 27. 155g. 

By theſe Perſecutions they brought the Qzeen Regent to her 
Grave z and upon her Death, a Peace was concluded ; the Ar- 
mies to Disband, and the French, and Engliſh Snccours to return 
Home. In Decemb. 1560. Frances the Second of France departed 
this Life ; leaving the Queen of Scots an Unfortunate Widow ; 
Poor, and Helpleſs, They were now out of fear of Fraxce, and 
there was no danger from England, in regard of the Queen of 
Scots pretenſions to that Crown ; {o that they refoly*d now to 
play their own Game ; and their firſt Act was the Aboliſhing of 
the Common-Prayer ( ina Convention at Edinburgh ) which they 
had formerly embrac'd, and Confirn'd by a Solenin Decree, and 
Subſcription : and the Preſenting of -a Church-Government of 
Knox*s own Contrivance, and not much differing from the Gerc- 
va-Model, to a Convention of the Eſtates; under the Title of 
The Confeſſion of the Faith, and Dottrine, believed, and Profeſſed 
by the Proteſtants of Scotland. The States took time to conſi- 
der of the Form of Polity ; but paſs*'d an Act however for the 
Demoliſhing of Cloyſters, and Abby-Churches. Whereupon (ſays 
Spot ſwood in his Church- Hiſtory, Fol. 175.) there enſwd a Pitiful 
Vaſtation of Churches, and Church-Buildings. Io difference was 
made, but all the Churches either Defaced, or PulPd to the Ground. 
The Holy Veſſels, and whatſoever elſe men could make gain of, ( as 
Timber, Lead, and Bells ) were put to Sale. The very Sepulchres 
of the Dead were not ſþar'd. The Regiſters of the Church, and Li- 
braries caſt mto the Fire : and all this, colour'd with the Warrant of 
Publick, Authority. Take notice here, that after the Convention 
was Diſſoly?d, their Book of Polity was Subſcrib'd, notwithſtand- 
ing the Poſt-poning of the Queſtion. And we ſhall ſee now, that 


they treated the Qnzeez her ſelf no better than they had done the 
Queen Regent. 


Upon this Nice Juncture of Afﬀairs, the Queen was Invited 
home. And Ag. 20. 1561. She arrived at Leith, declaring upon 
her Entrance, TI hat there ſhould no Alteration be made in the preſent 
State of Religion, only for ker Self and Family ſhe would have a 
Maſi in private. But the Preachers decrying that Toleration in 
their Pulpits, produced a Dangerous Tumult againſt the-Freedom 
ot her own-Chappel. | 

Atterſeveral Riots, and open:Rebellions, which were ſtill pro-- 

moted, 
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moted, and ſeconded by the Presbytery; In Fuly 1564. the 
Queen was Marry*d to the Lord Darply; 2nd June 19. 1566. 
brought to bed of a Son ( afterwards Fames VI. ) inthe Caſtle of 
Edinburgh. In 1567. they ſent the Queen Priſoner to Lochlevin, 
and paſs*d an Act of Aſſembly tor the Sccuring, and Diſpoſing of 
the perſon of the Infant-Prince ; with Direction to move the 
Queen to a Reſignation of her Government, and the appointing of 
a Regent, during his Minority ; which by Force, and Menaccs, 
her Majeſty was compelPd to do ; and her Renunciation, and Com- 
miſſion Publiſt*d at the Marker Croſs at Edinburgh, the Prince be- 
mg Crown'd, and Anointed King, in the Church of Srrivelin 
the Third day after the Publication, being F#ly 29. Onthe 207 
of Auguſt, the Earl of Murray was Elected Regent : King James 
being as yet but Thirteen months old. Arthe beginning of the 
Spring, in 1568. the Queen made her eſcape, and was convey*d 
to Hamilton, where ſeveral Lords meeting in Council, her Re- 
fegnation was declar?d Yord, ( as extorted by fear ) and Proclama- 
tzon 1{ſud againſt the Rebels that had Uſurped her Authority. 
The diſpute, in ſhort, was brought to a Battle, May 13.the Queens 
Army Defeated, and ſhe her ſelf fled into England for ProteCti- 
on; where the Faction never left the perſute of her, till they 
brought her to the Scaffold. But here yow'l ſay there was a Fo- 
reign Intereſt, and Popery in the Caſe. If that were all, how came 
it that they handled the Young King at as courſe a rate every jot 
as they had treated his Mother ? tho? their Natural Prince, and 
afterward, the Celebrated Champion of the Proteffant Cauſe. 


V 


The Government of Scotland had been Adminiſtred by Four They irexr- 
Regents, when, upon the Earl of Mortor?s defire to be Diſcharg?d ed King 
of his Regency, the King ( not twelve years old as yet) accepted James as 


of it ; and his acceptation thereof was Proclaimn'd at Edinburgh, 


ill 24 they 
bad done 


March 12.1577. where the Regent himſelf was aſliſting. As an y,, agybcy. 


earneſt of the reſpect they bare to his Majeſties Authority, A#- 
drew Melvil preſented a Form of Church Government to the Par- 
liament at Srreveling, in 1578. which they referr?d to certain Com- 
miſſioners, who agreed to ſuch General Heads as did not touch the 
Authority of the King, nor prejudg the Livery of the State. But 
this did not content them ;, ſo that they reſolv'd to put their Conclu- 
ffons in Prattice the next Afſembly, without ſtaying for a Ratifica- 
tion ( Spotſmood®s Hiſt. Fol. 302.) In Glaſgow, the next Spring, 
the Miniſters put the Magiſtrates of I City upon an: 
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the Cathedral, but the Tradeſmen Interpogd, and Defended it. 
In 1582. ontgomery was Proceſs*d for Preaching at Glaſgow : 
The King by his Warrant commanded the Aſſembly to deſiſt, 
which the Moderatour pcremptorily refus?d, and thereupon, the 
Officer pulPd him from his Seat, and Clap'd him up in the Tol- 
buyth; for which they Decreed him to be Excommunicate, tho? 
the King himſelfearneſtly perſwaded them to the contrary. 
After this Contempt of the Kings rye e they made a Vio- 
lent Seizure of his Perſon, and carry*d him Priſoner to the Caſtle 
of Ruthen, where they kept him cloſe Nine Months ; forcing him 
by a Writing under his hand, to command the Duke of Lenox to 
Depart the Kingdom, and Impoſing upon him what Servants they 
pleas?d, under pretence of Zeal to Religion, and Care of his Per- 
ſon. They did alſo Petition the next General Aſſembly at Edin- 
burgh, to give their ſenſe of the Action : Who made themſelves 
Judges; and did ſo highly approve of it, that they appointed 
all Miniſters to recommend the Actors of it, as good C hriſtians, and 
Patriots, pretending, that there was 0 other way to preſerve their 
Religion and Freedoms. And yet this Duke dy'd ſoon after in 
France, of the Reformed Communion. For the Countenance of 
this Proceeding, they force the King ( being but Seventeen years 
of age ) to emit a Proclamation, commanaing all thoſe that had 
Levy'a any Forces upon pretence of hu Reſtraint, to Duband within 
Six hours, upon pain of Death; and Declaring that he was at Li- 
berty, and badonly bus Friends about him. In the Summer follow- 
ing, under Colour of Viewing the Caſtle of St. Andrews, It was 
contriv*d that the Gates ſhould be ſhut upon his Followers, and 
{ſo he dcliver*d himſelf from his Guard. It would be but the 
ſame thing over again, to Enumerate the Repeated Uſurpations 
of their Government, and the Contumacy of their. Miniſters : 
their Rebellious practices at Striveling, Glaſoow, &c. and that 
Horrid Outrage againſt the Otavians in Edinburgh, Decemb, 17. 
1596. When the King appoints a Feaſt they Indict a Faſt : The 
Council Orders the Miniſters of Edinburgh to give Thazks for his 
Majeſties Deliverance from Gowry's Conſpiracy: Their Anſwer 
was, I hat they were not acquainted with the Buſinef. And when 
It Was urg'd, that they were only to affet the People with the 
Senſe of his Majcſties having ſcap'd a great Danger, they Reply'd, 
That nothing ſhould be utter?d in the Pulpit, but that whereof the 
Truth was kyown. Nay, they would not ſo much as pray for the 
Kings Mother, when her Death was Reſoly'd upon, tho? the 


very 
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very Form was preſcrib'd in the moſt Innocent Terms imaginable, 
viz. That it might pleaſe God to Illuminate her with the Light of his 
Truth, and ſave her from the apparent Danger whercin ſhe was caſt. 

And This would have been the Iflue too of the Engliſh Project 
under Queen El:zabeth ; as appears by the Inſolence of their De- 
mands, and the Virulence of their Writings, if the Conſpiracy 
had not been nipp?*d in the Bud. 


The Scottiſh Inſurrettion in 1637. was only their Old Method 
Reviv*d. Of which n a few words, out of the Kings Declaration 
upon That Subject. 

Upon occaſion of a Seditious Uproar at Edinburgh, Oftob. 18. 
1637. his Late Majeſty order*d the diſcharge of all ſuch Meetings, 
upon pain.of Death. And his. Praclamation, being publiſh'd at 


Oo 


| Sterling, Lithgow, and Edinburgh, was encounter*d with a Pro- 


teſtation againit it, at the ſamie Times, and Places ; and with the 
ſame Solemnity, as ii they had been both by the ſame Authority. 
Immediately upon this Aﬀront, the Proreſtors erect Publick Tables 
of Council for ordering the Aﬀairs of the Kingdom without the 
conſent of the King, and in contempt of his Majeſty and Coun- 
cil. , At theſe Tables, having firſt agreed upon their Covenant, 
they conclude upon certain Propoſitions of Inſtruttion to the party. 
No Anſwer muſt be made to State-Queſtions without Advice. All 
Proclamations to be Proteſted againſt ;, and to take nothing for Sa- 
tisfaCtion, leſs than their whole Demand. This way of Ant:- 
Proteſting they made uſe of from firſt to laſt. Upon his Majeſties 
Proclamation for Diſlolving the Aſſembly at Glaſgow 1638. they 
did not only Proteſt, and Refuſe ro Depart, but Cited the Kings 
Council that Signd the Proclamation, to appear before the King, and 
Parliament, In This their Proteſtation, his Majeſty obſerves Ele- 
ven Nullities ; and that In one Hour they made void Six General 


Aſſemblies; tho? Two of them wholly, and the Other Four, in 


part, were Ratifi'd by Acts of Parliament. JIn another Hour, they 
damn?d all the Arminian Tenets, without defining what they were. 1n 
another Hour they depriv*d one Arch-Biſhop,and Two B:ſhops. And in 
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preſs of it. 


one hour more, they Aboliſh'd Epiſcopacy ; Depoſing Four Biſhops, 


barely upon a Libel read in the Pulpit, without Examining any One 
Witneſs againſt them; and only for the Crime of Obeying Parlia- 

ments, and General Aſſemblies. 
All this they do, as having the Cognition of Eccleſiaſtical Mat- 
ters. They Arm the Subjet; Block, up, and Force the Kings 
Forts, 
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the Glory 
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Forts, and Caſtles; Intercept YViftuals, and Ammumrion for their 
Relief ;, Tax the People ;, Levy Soldiers againſt the King ; Ine out 
Virrants to Sheriffs for Commiſſioners of Parliament ; and when 
they are ask*d why they dotheſe things ; *7 for the good of the 
Church, ( ſay they ) the Glory of God, and the Preſervation of Re- 
lizion, ( Kings Declaration, pag. 415-) Theſeare the men that 
bind their Kings in Chains, and their Nobles in Links of Tron, ac- 
cording to the very Letter. And you ſhall now ſee that the Eng- 
liſh-Covenanters are as good Text-Proof as their Brethren. Take 
Notice here, that my Obſervations are reſtrauPd fimply to the 
actings of the Presbyterians, without Imputing any thing to Them 
that was done by the Influence of the Independents. 


It appears from what'is already ſaid, that the Name of God was 
the Prologue to Both Rebellions : The Form, and Dotrine of the 
Engliſh League, the very Tranſlation of the Scottiſh + It reſts now 
to jhew, that the Engliſh Prattices are ſo likewiſe ; and how far 
they have pnt their Seditious Poſitions in Execution. What was 
the Engliſh way of Remonſtrating, and Declaring, but the Scottifl 
Mode of Proteſting ? The General Aſſembly declines the Kings Au- 
thority in the Caſe of Treaſon ; and ſo did the Houſe of Commons, 
in the Caſe of their Members. The K3rk, refus'd to pray for the 
DOween ; and our' Mock-Parliament made it Penal to pray for the 
King; and they both of them took upon themſelves to Convene 
Aſſemblies ,, Impoſe Oaths, and Subſcriptions by their own power : 
To Bariſh the Kings Servants, and Scandalize his Mimſters : and 
with a Scottiſh Grace the Engliſh Fattion tells the King, in anſwer 
to one of his Declarations, that his Suggeſtion is as falſe as the 
Father of Lies can Invent. As they agreed in the Tnrent of the 
Reformation, So did they alſo in the Harrer of it. They alarm'd 
the City of London at Midnight, that the King was coming with 
his Papiſts to fire the Town, and burn the Citizens in their Beds ; 
( the Common pretences of Scotland) And after the Scortiſh Me- 
thod too, they Rifled Wincheſter-Church in 1642. Burnt the Com- 
miunion-T able in an Ale-Houſe ; brake open ſeveral Leaden Cheſts, 
wherein the Bodies of ſome of the Saxon Kings were Depoſited ; 
Caſting the Duſt into the Air ; and throwing the Bones of them at 
the Windows : Hacking with their Swords the Crown that was there 
upon the very Statue of the King, With the ſame Barharity thep 
proceeded at Chicheſter, where they picks out the Eyes of Ed. VI. 
his Picture ; ſaying, that all this was long of his Book, of Common 

Prayer. 
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Prayer. At Canterbury, and Rocheſter they did the like, and turnd 
the Church of St. Paxl, both into a Stable, and an Ale-Hoxſe, It 
might ſerve, in one word for, all, to ſay, that they have put all 
their Poſitions before ſpoken of in Practice. 

The Tmo Houſes, by their own Authority, ſet up Ordinances ; 
for Laws; ſetled the Militia; ftiPd themſelves the Supreme Fu- TS, abs 
dicature of the Kingdom ; chang'd the Whole Frame of the Go- 79g 
vernment z puniſhd thoſe as Traytors that ſcrv'd the King ; Seiz*d Houſes. 
the Kings Forts, Towns, Magazines, and Revenues; Raifd an 
Army againſt him ; Impos'd Taxes, Exciſe, Cuſtoms ; took away 
Epiſcopacy, and the.Common-Prayer, and fſetled the Dirciory ; 
Proclain'd Fafts ; ſpoiPd the King of his Authority, made him 
a Priſoner, under Colour of taking him into Protettion; and then 
for a Sum of; Money, with Judas, betray'd their Maſter to be Cru- 
cifi?d. 

or this ard more was not only the £fe6& of the Covenant, but Ty, Ri- 
the very Drift, and Meaning of it ; as appears by the Artificial gours of 
Emprovement-of it to all their purpoſes : ( being the very Teſt the Cove- 
of the Faction.) No man was allowed to practiſe the Law, no man "7": 
admitted into the 24iniſtry,that had not taken it z and it wasIm- 
pos'd, under a Penalty upon the whole Nation. . And then after the 
Taking of it,1t was made.Death for any man to return to his Allegi- 


- ance : and all the Deſerters of the Conſpiracy,that were murther?d 


under a-Form of Juſtice, were put to Deathfor Breach of Covenant. | 
When the late King, /4ay 1646. in his Diltrefs, apply*d him- Th: Kirk, 
ſelf to the Scotch, and they receiv*d him, as into Protection ; 74/4, 
his Friends were kept from him at Newcaſtle, by as ſtrict an Or- _ Sold 
der, as afterwards at Holdenby. But they Formaliz'd the matter ;, AS 
however, * how Baſe a thing it would be for Scotland to Deliver u ſtreſs. 


' their King ; and how Inconſiſtent with the Duty of their Covenant, *Low.'on's 


and how Diſhonourable tothe Army ; tO whom 1n his Extreme Dan- 94 
oer he had Recourſe for Safety. The Scotch Commiſſioners elſo xaos 
aggravating the Matter. |/ f it be contrary ( lay they ) to the Law, reyce, o4, 
and Common Prattice of Nations, t5 deliver up the meaneſt Subject, 6. 1646. 


ed to them, tho? it be for the greateſt Crimes; How much more would | Anſwer to 
te Yore of 


| C 
if they ſhould deliver up their Head, and Soveraign ( having caſt "epe 24... 


himſelf into their Hands ) tobe diſpos'd of at the Arbitrament of an-. 
other Nation? Nay, ( lays the Chancellour ) 1 ſhall deſire that the 
Word of Diſpoſing of the Kings Perſon, may be rightly underſtood ; 

for to Diſpoſe of the Kings Perſon, as Both Houſes, or both \King-- 


doms 
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doms ſhall think, fit, may'in ſome ſence, be to Depoſe, or worſe. But 
alas ! theſe dithculties only ſtuck till the price was agreed upon. 
How ſtiffthey were, till the Bargain was ſtruck, and after that, 
how Flat, and Supple ! For then he tells his Majeſty plainly, If he 
refuſes the Propoſitions, both Kingdoms will be conſtrain'd ( for their 
mutual Safety ) to agree, and ſettle Religion, and Peace without him. 
And he is told afterward by the pretended Declaration of the King- 
dom of Scotland, of Jan. 16. 1646. that by reaſon of his Refuſal, 
there would be a Joynt Courſe taken by both Kingdoms concerning the 
Diſpoſal of his Perſon. And then alittle after, [' with reſpett had 
to the Safety, and Preſervation of his Royal Perſon, * In the pre- 
{ervation, and Defence of the True Religion, and Liberties of 
the Kingdoms. According to the COVENANT, &c.] On 
Feb. 12. They Exhort their Covenanted Brethren ( the Aſſembly 
at Weſtminſter ) to hold faſt their Solemn League, and Covenant ; to 
Entertain a Brotherhood, and Unity between the Nations; but not 
a Syllable of the King. And again Far. 18. the General Aſſembly 
of the Kirk preſſes the Two Houſes to a ſpeedy Eſtabliſhment of 

the Presbytery. ( And here again no mention of his Majeſty. ). 
But what's the Sum now of theſe Propoſitions that ſtand in Com- 
petition with the Kings Freedom, Life, and Dignity ? Firſt, Orly 
the Fuſtifying, and Confirming of all they had done. Secondly, The 
giving away of the Militia of England, ard Ircland, for I wenty 
Years, with Power to Raiſe Men and Money. Thirdly, His Ma- 
eſty muſt Swear, and Sign the Covenant ; Impoſe it upon the Three 
Kingdoms ; Aboliſh Ep:ſcopacy, and ſettle Religion, as Both Houſes 
(ball agree. Fourthly, All Honours ( ſince 1642.) muſt be made 
Null and Void ; No Pecrs admitted in Parliament, for the Future, 
but by Conſent of the Two Houſes. Fiithly, All Great Places, and 
Offices of Honeur in England, and Ireland, to be diſpo?d of by Conſent 
of Parliament ; and in Fine ; his Majeſty muſt deliver to dearth, 

Beggery, and Scorn all that ever Serv'd him. 

hus was this Glorious Prince Betray'd, and Sold, according to 
the COVENANT. Here?sthe true Ergliſh of it, and the Divi- 
nity of that 2oloch, to which this Nation has offer*d up ſo many 
Noble Sacrifices. Are not our Fundamental Laws, Per ſons, Con- 
ferences, and Eſtates, Secure, and Happy. under the Care and 
Wing of ſuch Bleſſed Guardians ? How meanly have we Profti- 
tuted the Reverence of the Land, and of the Government, to the 
Luſts of theſe Imperious ſhameleſs Raviſhers ! Take notice here of 
tome of the Kirks following Reſolves upon the main poine in 
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queſtion. Firſt, That the Kings raking of the Scotch Covenant, 
and paſſing Some of the Prapoſitions, does not Warrant Scotland 
to Aſſiſt him againſt England. Secondly, That upon bare taking the 
National Covenant, they may not Receive him. Thirdly, that the 
Clauſe .in the Covenant for - Defence of the Kings Perſon, #s #0 
be underftood In Defence, and Safety of the Kingdom. Fourthly, 
That his Majeſty ſhall Execute no Power in Scotland, without ſa- 
tifying every Point, Fifthly, That refuſing the Propoſitions, 
be ſhall be-diſpos*d of according to the Covenant, and the Treaties. 

Nor would the {wo Houſes probably have us'd him any better The Two 
if he had goneto them. For, upon his firſt withdrawing himſelf, Houſes 
they Voted it Treaſon, and Death without Mercy, for any Man to ©4 «the 
Harbeur, and Conceal the K ings Perſon, ( upon a Suppolition that Scotch, 
kis Majeſty was then in Lordon.) This was the 4th of May; and 
on the 6th, the Commons Voted him to Warwick Caſtle, which was 
Unvoted again, upon the gth; and in June, they Voted the 
Kings geing to the Scots, a deſign to prolong the War. | 

Let ie not appear to Confound the Fattion of Scotland with the 1t ws the 
Nation ; for no Ehatiry affords greater Inſtances of Integrity, and Fattion of 
Honour. Nay, I have heard it from goed Authority, that rhe Sort, 
Kings going into Scotland, ( which he moſt earneſtly deſir?d)) was xa ; hog 
carry*d inthe Negative, only by Two Voices. Fuin'd the 

His Majeſty is now under the Care of his New Governours, and Kirg. 

a Priſoner to the Covenanters at Holdenby ; where he deſir'd only Th*ir deat 
two of his Chaplains that had not taken the Covenant ; and then \* mow _ 
a Common-Prayer Book, for his own private Uſe, but Neither could aries 

; cenbyy 
be Granted him. 

At the Iſle of Wight, the ſame faCtion had the handling of him Thcir xi- 
again ; where they ſtill Treated his Majeſty much at the ſame rate. gour at1he 
And they us*d his Royal Succeſſor not much better in 1659. When, _ of 
to auſpicate the Project for the Recovery of his Crown, in the ,,*,,* 
very Dependence of a Treaty at Breda with him ; upon the In- zorrid 
ſtigation of the Kirk; they murther*d the Brave, and Generous further of 
Montrofi, with the moſt horrid Circumſtances of malice Imagi- Montrols, 
nable : and how they us'd the King himſelf afterward at his coming ,, 
among them, I amnot willing to mention.  nantersFu- 

Nay, when the Time appointed by Gods Proyidence was come. ſtifie the 
for the Reſtoring of the King, the Presbyterian Miniſters in Lon- Murther of 
don or wats a kind of Squinting Gratulation upon that Occaſion ; /** Late 


25 if Popery were coming in with his Majeſty for Company. And 2%: pos 


the ſame Party, upon the Re- Admiſſion or the Secluded Members. ration of 
E preſs?d This 
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reſs?d upon the Houſe of Commons theſe Two following Votes, 
or the Juſtification of the Rebellion in 1641. and in order to the 
Excluſion of the Royal Party from the next Choice. 

1.. 1 do Acknowledge, and Declare, that the War undertaken by 
Both Houſes of Parliament in their Defence againſt the Forces rais'd 
in the Name of the Late King, was Juſt, and Lawful ; and that 
Magiftracy, and Miniſtry are the Ordinances of God. 

2. Reſolv'd that All, and Sorry Perſon, who have adviſed, or 
Voluntarily aided, Abetted, Aſſiſted, in any War againſt the Parlia- 


' ment, ( ſince the firſt day of Jan. 1641.) Hs, or Their Sons, ( un- 


Presbytcry 


# Inconſiſt- 
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any other 
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ment. 
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Will & 
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lef He, or They, have ſince manifeſted their Good Afﬀettions to This 
Parliament ) (hall be Oncapable to be EletFed, to ſerve as Members 
of the next Parliament. So that as their Fexd againſt Kings, \s 
Implacable, their Averfion likewiſe to all thoſe that Love their 
Prince, deſcends from Generation to Generation. 

How Inconſiſtent Presbytery is with Monarchy, is ſufficiently 


manifeſt. But they?l ſay tor themſelves, that Kings may be miſled; 


and that it is not the Form of Government that is Grievous to 
Them, but the Aale- Adminiſtration of it. To which, it may 
be Reply?d, that Al Governours, under what Form ſoever, are 
to Them, Alike, where they themſelves are not Vppermoſt: and 
that the Reformation of Perſonal Failings will not do their Buſi- 
neſs without the Total Subverſion of all thoſe wholſom,and profi- 
table Laws that ſtand in the way of their Diſcipline : It being their 


Cnſtom to Reproach Princes, and their Afnifters, for ſtraining the 


Prerogative, while they Themſelves at the ſame time, Uſurp 
over Kings, Parliaments, and People: and Trample under their 
Feet, all that is Sacred in Society, and Government, 


Princes, *tis true, may have their Errou7s, and their Paſſions ; 
but what have the Innocent Laws done ? Are they Popiſhly Aﬀetted 
too ? But where ever P7esbytery reigns, there can be no Law, but 
their own Will, Did they not (in Scotland) Damn Biſhops, as 
Anti-Chriſtian, and deprive Eccleſiaſtiques of their Voices in Par- 
liament, Convention, and Council? notwithſtanding Three Acts 
of Parliament ; that is to ſay, of 1584. 1597. and 1606, ex- 
preſly to the Contrary. And did they not pronounce the Acts of the 
Ailemblies of Glaſgow, and Perth to be Yoid, and Illegal, tho? 
EnaCted as Municipal Laws ? Aﬀk them now ( ſays his Late Ma- 
xelty ; Large Declaration, pag. 416.) by what Authority they do 
theſe things, exprelly againſt Atts of Parliament, Afts of Council, 

and 
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and Aets of General Aſſemblies. They Anſwer, that thoſe Att of 
Aſſembly were unduly Obtained ; and that now they have Reſcinded 
them. Far Attsof Parliament, and Atts of Council, they Expreſs 
great Wonder that any man ſhould Queſtion their Authority over 
them: For if Chriſt be above the: King, Chriſts Council muſt like- 
wiſe be Supreme ; Parliaments being only the Council of the Kingdom. 
And for the Kings Privy Council, and Judges, they muſt ſubmit to 
the Counſellors, and Judges under Chriſt, who is the King of Kings, 
Nor 1s It all, that they aſſume to themſelves an Arbitrary Rule ; 
but whoever refuſes Sb/cription, and Obedience to their Aﬀs, and 
Decrees, ſtands Excommunicate without Mercy. . And then if he 
perſiſt ) follows Out-Lawry ; Forfeiture of his Goods ; his Revenue 
for Life; Letters of Caption for the Seizing of his Perſon; and 
Cloſe Commitment as a Traytor. If he does not yet appear, they 
take out Letters of Jntercommuning ; making it Treaſon to Re- 
cerve, or hold any Correſpondence with him. This is Executed by 
( a Warrant to the Civil Judge from a Commiſſioner of the Presby- 
tery; and upon his Refuſal, to ſee the Sentence put in Execution, 
he himfelt incurs che ſame Danger. 
 Anathe ſame Tyranny was Exercis'd by the Two Houſes upon 71, 77,144. 
the Ezg liſh Government ; Whoſe Orders were Impos d upon the » of the 
Nation, for Laws, ' and Oveatence requir?d to them, 'under pain of Pretended 
Life, Z:verty. or Eftate, at Pleaſure... ow | Parlia- 
What a Mockery is it now to talk of' Religion, Kings, Parlia- T9 
ments, or Laws, where the Diftates of Mechanicks ſhall Over- ** © 
rule the Articles of the Apoſtolick Faith; and the Vote of a Se- 
ditious Conventicle, Diſſolye the Order, and Authority of a Legal, 
and Eſtabhiſh'd Government ?' hy hi | 


The Tyranny of the Presbytery over the Conſciences, 
Lives, Liberties azd Eſtates of the People. | 


Ltho? theſe Vſurpations npon the King, and the Government 

it ſelf,” do Naturally preſuppoſe, and Imply an Oppreſſion 

upon the Subject ; It will not be amiſs yet, more particularly to 

Expoſe the Inevitable, and the Scandalous Slavery of living under 

That Dominion; as well in regard of their Vnlimited Power, as of 
tieir Inherent Cruelty, and Rigour. 
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In the matter of: Conſcience, Life; Liberty, and Eftate, enough 
is ſaid aJready in the very Cafe of their Covenants; wherein with- 
out any reſpect to the Lawfalneſi of the Thing, or the Conſcience 
of the Perſon, it was Sequeſtration, and 1Impriſonment, to Refuſe. 
them,. even where it was the Hazard of Damnationto- Take them : 
and-being once Engag*d, 'twas Death to Repent. The Hiſtory of 
Scotland abounds with Inſtances upon T his Subject ; but I ſhall ra- 
ther bring my Obſervations Home, to the Govenanters of or Own 
Aze, and Nation. Ns 

TkeTyran- The Early Planders of Sir Jon Lucas, Sir William Boteler, the 
ny, Cruel- Lady Revers;3- with other Perfons of- Eminent Condition, both 
ty, end T,ay-men, and Divines, are to be read at large, with the Inhn- 
Na oFoke mane Inſolences that were Adted vpon- their. Perſons, and Re-- 
Englith lations, in Mercurims Ryſticuv: but the Out-rages that follow'd, 
Covenan-. were ſo Great, and ſo Many, that theſe are hardly worth the 
ters. Mentioning, and the Other woukl be too Fedious to Recite ; for 
the Whole Story of: the Rebellion was carry*d on with Rapine, 
and Bloud. How many Noble-mens Houſes were turn'd to Pri- 
ſons, without the Maſters knowing either his Accuſer, or his Of- 
fence ? Several Gentlemen of- Quality put on Sh:p-board, and 
half ſmother'd in the Heat of the Year ; where they contracted 
Diſeaſes, and by an Arbitrary power were to have been Tranſpor- 
ted no body knew whither.- Others were Sold: for Slaves into 
Planrations-: near 100 Miniſters were brought out of the Weſt, 
and Clapp'd up in Lamberh-Houſe, where almolt all of them were 
deſtroy d by a Peſtilential Feaver. yo! ; fo Profane was their 
Barbarity, that upon Sunday the 5th of Atarch 1642. Dr. Feat- 
ly Preaching that day, at Lamberh-Houfſe, order was given to diſ- 
folve the Congregation, and the Reformers took with them ſome 
reat Guns to do the Work : At which time ſome miſchicf was 
; Goon and there rad been more, bnt for a. Gentleman, who is at 
preſent an Eminent Perſon in the City, who ſfiatcht away the | 
Linſtock, juſt as they were going to give fire upon the Congrega- 
tion, into the Quire of the Chappel. This I have upon the Cre- 
dit of a man of Worth, and Value. I could tell you of a Miniſter 
in Covent-Garden that refus'd Chriſtian: Burial to the Body of a 
Gentleman that was Quarter*d for his Loyalty; One that made 
it a Afoot-Point, upon an Anniverſary Faſt, whether or no. the 

Kings Death were a Murther, 


4 And | 
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And theſe People were as well the Maſters of our Eſtates; as of Thy Di- 

our Perſons : ( See ScobeHt's Collettion of Atts, and Ordinances) by 19 of 

their own power, taking upon them to Sequeſter Delingquents; bor- -— "0a 

row Money upon the Publick Faith ; gathering of other peoples ſons, R 

Rents, and Debts ;, Levying of Money ;, Raiſing of Horſe ; Aſſeſ- Pleaſure. 

ſing ar Pleaſare ; Sequeſtring Church and Crown- Lands; Gulling 

the people with Iriſh Adventures; Laying new Impoſts ; Autho- 

Tizing the breaking open of Locks; and Examining. upon Oath, 

for Diſcovery of Delinquents Money, and Goods ; Raiſing, Con- 

tinuing,, and Enlarging ſeveral- Exciſes; Borrowing Money for 

the Scots; - Taxing the Whole Nation ; A ppropriating the Prohits of 

Tonnage, and Poundage to themielves ; compounding for Ward- 

ſhips : Beſide their Impoſitions of a Weekly Meal z their Ionthly 


Aſſeſſments ; and other Impoſitions upon the people to Incredible 
Value, and without any Colour of Law.. 


As there is 20 Freedom either of Conſtience, Perſon, or Eſtate, Their 5c14- 
under their Boundleſs Dominion ; ſo there's no living under them, dzlow and * 
with either Peace, or Reputation: If a Man and a Woman live in Unchari 
ſach a manner of Converſation, that it is poſſible for them to be !%e cen-" 
Lewd together in private, the Presbytery thall take it for granted _ 
that they areſo z and without any Evidence, require them pxb+ 
lirkly the: next Lords:day, perhaps, before the Congregation to 
diſcharge themſelves upon Oath that they are Þmocent: Which if 
they do, and that they purge themſelves of' the ſuſpetted Crime, 
they ſhall yet be forc'd to do oper Penance for their Mibehaviour. 

But if two perſons ſhall be Preſented, under a Suſpicion of Incon- 
tinence, and that being Conven'd, and Examin'd, there ſhall ap- - 
pear any ſtrong Preſumptions-that they are ſo; tho' there be no 
Proof in the Cafe, they ſhall yet be made Cloſe Priſoners, to feed 
en Bread and Water, and no body to come at them ; totry, if ei- 
ther by Proof, or Confeſſion, any thing can be made ont- againſt 
them by the zext Court-day : If not, they are diſmiſt, but upon 
Condition, that if ever they be ſeen together again, unleſs in the 
Church, or 1n the Marker, it fhall be taken pro Confeſſo that they 
are Guilty, There was a Husband that confeſſed to his Wife ſome 
Faults that he had committed, and She out of Zeal told a Presby- 
rerian Miniſter the Story ; for which the £nifter very fairly Con- 
vented him, and made him do Publick Penance. This Practice has - 
parted many men-and their wives ; and ftzrr*d vp- Feuds never o p 
&. 


The Scot- 


tiſh Gene- 


ral Table 
m4 the 
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be Reconcil'd. Nay a man ſhall not Sue for a Debt upon a Bond, 
or 2 Landlord, for his Rent, but the Presbytery ſhall take the 
Tudgraent of it to themſelves, as a Courſe Scandalous to the Pro- 
teſſion, where any of their own Gang 1s concern'd. They muſt 
have an Oar in every Boat. In Scotland they interpos'd in the 
Bufincſs of Salt-Pans, Ser wt Fairs, and Markets; and 
fell heavily upon ſome Scottiſh Merchants In Edinburgh, for car- 
rying Wheat to Spain in a time of Dearth. But the Trade of 
Vax thither, was Unpardonable, as not only feeding Gods Ene- 
mies, but maintaining their 1dolatry. To ſay nothing of the ab- 
{urdity, in their Conſtitution, of making Tradeſmen Judges in 
Matters of Faith; and the Unmannerly temper of it, where-a 
T aylor,, or a Shooe-maker ſhall Sit, and Vote Cheek by Jowl with 
his Soverargn, 


Having made a Faithful Report of the Pretended Powers, the 
Avow'd Principles, and the Open Prattices of theſe Troublers of 
our Tſrael, ſo far as the Diſcovery may honeſtly conduce to our 
preſent purpoſe ; we ſhall now lay open the Myſtery of Taiquity, in 
the Secret Contrivances of their Cabal; and upon no leſs Autho- 
rity, than the Faith, and Honour of King Charles the Martyr, in 
his Remarques upon the Proceedings of the Scortiſh Cove 
aanters. | 

The device of our ſanding Committees 1 1641. with Subordi- 
nation to the Cloſe Committee, was only an Imitation of the Prepara- 
tory Tables of Advice in Scotland, with Subordination to their Gee 
neral Table, And there, EffeQtually, was lodged the laſt Reſult 


Pattern of of Counſel. It was compos'd of men of Brains, Popularity, 
the Engliſh Boldreſ,and ſuch as were moſt Obſtinately engag?d to the Fattor ; 


Clofe 
Commit- 
rec, 


whether Preaching, or Ruling-Elders. The Adts of Aſſembly were 
but the Dictates of the General Table; as in England the Two 


Houſes ſtill agreed to the ſenſe of the Cloſe Committee, There it 
was, that the abuſes of Government were Inſpected ; Reforma- 
tions Modell'd ; Court-offices diſpos'd of ; all Conſpiracies Form?d, 
and Digeſted ; and the Preachers expreſly directed what Points 
to Preſs, and which Nail to drive. There can be no better ac- 
count given of their #nder-hand dealing, than they give of them- 
ſelves, in their two Private Papers of Inſtruttions ( Printed in the 
Late Kings Large Declaration, Fol. 282. &c. with his Majeſties 
Notes upon them ) toward the Securing of a General Aſſembly 
( which was to meet at Glaſgow, Nov, 21. 1638.) The one of 


them 
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them being directed to one Lay-Elder ; and the other, to ſome one 
Miniſter in every Presbytery, for the Packing of their Party. In 
the former of them you have in terms theſe following particulars 
in Charge. 
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That ſome one Miniſter, and Gentleman in ever Presbytery meet Theiy Pri. 
oft together, to reſolve upon the Particular Commi ſomes, tobeC hoſen, vate In 
and uſe all diligence with the reſt of the Miniſters and Gentlemen, that Irutions, 
ſuch may be Choſen. 

And Becauſe nothing will zvail ſo much for our purpoſe, where the 
moſt part of the Miniſters are diſaffetted, as that the Gentlemen be 
preſent to Vote in Presbyteries, it would be preſently tri'd whether 
this be put in Execution; and if the Miniſter be ſlow in urging it, 
the Gentlemen themſelves to urgeit, and put themſelves in Poſſeſſion. 

That they linger not, they would be urged again to ſend their Com- 
miſſioners to Edinburgh before the firſt of October : by this we (hall 
know our own ſtrength the better at our Meeting. 

And the Gentlemen ( at leaſt the greateſt part of them ) would be 
warned tobe at Edinburgh, Septemb. 20. And that only the Gentle- 
men who are nam d Commiſſioners to the Presbytery for chuſing their 
Commiſſioners for the Aſſembly, with ſome to aff them, that day 
ſtay at home, and thoſe to come away immediately after the Eleftion. 

That in every Presbytery there be a particular Care taken of the In- 
formations againſt the Prelates, for Tnſtruitting our Complaints. 


The Other Paper of Private Inſtruitions of Avg. 27.1638. 


YURS 15 follows, 


JW Private Inſtruftions ſhall be diſcovered to none but to Bre- 
thren well affeited to the Cauſe. 

Order muſt be taken that none be Choſen Ruling-Elders, but Cove- 
nanters, and Thoſe well affetted to the Buſineſs. 

That where the Minifter # not well Aﬀetted, the Riling-Elders - 
be Choſen by the Commiſſioners of the Shire, and ſpoken to particu- 
larly for rhat Effett. 

That they be carcful no Chapter-men, Chappel-men, or a Minj- 
ſter, Juſtice of the Peace, be choſen, although Covenanters, ex- 
cept they have publickly renounc'd, or declar'd the Unlawfulnefs of 
their Places. | - 
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That the Ruling-Elders come from every Church in equal Num- 
ber with the Miniſters, and if the Miniſter oppoſe, to put themſelves 
in Poſſeſſion, notwithſtanding any Oppoſition. 

That the Commiſſioner of the Shire cauſe Convene before him the 
Ruling-Elder of every Church, Choſen before the day of the Eleft ion, 
and enjoyn them upon their Oath, that they give Vote to none, but te 
thoſe who are. Nam'd already at the Meeting at Edinburgh. 

That where there s a Nobleman within the Bounds of the Presby- 
tery, He be choſen : And where there # none, there be Choſen a Ba- 
Ton, or one of the Beſt Quality, and hs only a Covenanter. 


The Medlyy The King obſerves ( Fol. 315.) that This Aſſembly of Glaſgow 
of their had not ſo much as the Face of an Eccleſiaſtical meeting ; not aGown 
Aſſembly. worn by any Member of it, unleſs it. was by one or two Miniſters that 
liv?d inthe Town : The Appearance of it wasin a manner, wholl 
Laical. . Among the. Members of it., were Seven Earls, Ten Lords, 
Forty Gentlemen, One and Fifty Burgeſles, many of them in Co- 
lour'd Clothes, and Swords by their Sides; all which did give Voices, 
29t only in very high Points of Controverſie, but alſo in the Sentences 
of Excommunication prozounc*d againſt the Biſhops, and Others. 
Nay, and all wa in the Aſſembly carry*d by the Sway of theſe Lay- 
Elders ; Inſomuch that it was a very rare thing to hear a Miniſter 
ſpeck there. 
1% Gene. Now let any man judge whether this be a Church- Aſſembly, or 
ral Aſem. UNE Embryo of a Common-Wealth : A Conſcientious Conſultation for 
bly is but the Reforming of Religion, or a Seditions Prattice for the Embroil- 
the Embrjo zng of the State, How applicable is that Invective againſt Popery 
TEC ( 1n the Libel concerning the Growth of it) to the Caſe of Presby- 
wealth, try? The Power of it is Abſolute ( ſays the Author of it) and the 
Decree us Infallible, It can change the very Nature of things ;, making 
what « Juſt, tobe Unjuſt, and what uV ice, tobe Virtue, All Laws 
are in the Cabinet of its Breaſt, and it can diſpoſe of Kingdoms, and 
Empires as it pleaſes. It makes it a Mortal Sin even to doubt of any 
part of its Religion, and demands, .under pain of Damnation, the 
Subjettion of all Chriſtians to its Authority, That Word of Refor- 
mation mſapply'd, has ſervd it to juſtifie all the Executions, Afſaſſi- 
nations, Wars, Maſſacres, and Devaſtations, whereby the Diſcipline 
hath been Propagated, It ts almoſt Unconceivable how Princes can yet 
ſuffer a Power jo Pernicious, and Doitrine ſo Deftrubtive to all Go- 
vernment, Their ſtritt Oaths, and Vows of Obedience to the Presby- 
tery Evacuate the Fealty due to the Soveratgn, 


What 
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What difference now ( more than in the Name) betwixt the Precyre- 
Papal Tyranny, as he has ſet it forth, and the Presbyterial, as it 714 Th- 
appears from their own Words, and Deeds ? What Power can be 79% 


more Abſolnte, or what Decrees more Infallible, than That of the 
Presbytery ; Which challenges Obedience to all its DiCtates, both 
from Prince, and People, under pain of Life, Liberty, Dominion, 
and Eſtare? It Over-rules Lews ; ſets up Oaths of Treaſon againſt 
Oaths of Allegiance ; and covers the Crime of Rebellion with the 
Title of Yirtze. It takes upon it ſelf the Office of Chriſts Vicar ; 
Depoſes Kings; and under the maſque of Religion, difſolyes the 


Order, and Authority of all Governments. The King in his De- - 


claration before-mentiened, (Fol. 404.) among other of their Un- 
chriſtian Extravagancies, takes Notice of their Refuſal to Pray for 
Sir William Nesbett por his Death-bed, becauſe he had not Sub- 


fſerib'dthe Covenant z and that they did Formally bar non-Covenan- - 
ters from the Communion, in Expreſ terms with Blaſphemers, - 


and Adulterers ; refuſing Baptiſm in the Churches of Miniſters that 


had not taken the Covenant, even to Children that were. born in the © 


ſame Pariſh. . 


The Unchriſtian Rigour of this Pr z5 ſuch ( ſays the Au- 


thor of "Foleration dxcuſs?d, pag. 334.) that It Crucifies weak 
Conſciences with Needleſs, Infinite, and Incurable Scruples, that 
Haunt, Dog, and Torment us in the moſt Neceſſary, and Ordinary 


Actions of Humane Life ; At the Church, at the T able, at the Mar- + 


ket, at Home, and Abroad : At all Times, in all Places, and upon 
ell Occaſions; in our Thoughts, Words, and Deeds. 


As to Exceſs in Eating ; 1: # Cenſurable either in the Quantt- pxcer; ;, | 


ty, or inthe Quality. So that inthe firſt place the Elderſhip # to Eating 
provide one Common Gage for the Stomachs of the Whole Pariſh, for Cenſa- 
fear of 4 Mouthful roo much. Andin the ſecond place, It 5 made rabie, 


a matter of Salvation, or Damnation whether a man Eats Beet, or 
Venifon. 


- And fo for Exceſsin APPAREL, one Jach mare than to cover In Apparel, 


your Shame ts a Superfluity ; and One Peny more in the Pound than 


the Allowance of the Presbytery, is made as much as a mans Soul.is 
Worth. | 


It is the ſame thing for VAIN WORDS. A Nurſe ſhall ,, 
2208 dare to ſtill her Child but with a Pſalm; and you muſt not preſume words, 


fo much as to ach, What a Clock it is, without a Text to prove that . 


the Queſtion tenas to Edification- 


E Way 
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Nay they b;vearann CHI DING within the Compaſs of Ec- 
cleſiatiical Cenſure. So that Maſters ſhall not reprove their Ser- 
vants, zor Parents their Children, without Leave of the Elder- 
ſhip. Ard they have taken in B RAWLING too; and made 
every Billingſgate Quarrel a Subject of Conſiſtorial Cogni- 
Lance. 

Under LEWD CUSTOMS are Cenſur'd all. forts of Pub- 
tick Sports, Exerciſes, ard Recreations that have been long in uſe, 
as bawins therr Original from the Times of Paganiſm, or Pope- 
ry; As Comedies, Interludes, Wraſtlings, Foot-Ball-Play, 
May-Games, Whitſon-Ales, Morrice-Dances, Bear-Batings,&c. 
AI GAMES that bring Loſs, are alſo Prohibited ; as Tennis, 
Bowls, Billyards, &c. And ſo are UNCOMELY GE- 
S TURES; Sothata man may be given to the Devil for Lol- 
ling pon his Elbow, or Sitting «pon his Back-ſide before the Dea- 
con of the Pariſh, Nay, our very THOUGHTS are Cen- 
{arable, and *tis enough to be ſuſpected, He that ſues to recover 
a Dcht ſhall be ſuſpected of Avarice; and he that refuſes to 
Crouch like the AS under the Burthen, ſhall be ſuſpetted of 
Pride. | 

To paſs new from their Rigours, to their Scruples ; There goes 4 
Story of ſome of them that made it a Matter of Religion, to Pils a 
Bed, and Ride Hobby-Horſes, becauſe it is ſaid, Except you be- 
conie as little Children, you ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. But Bancroft ( 72 his Holy. Diſcipline, pag. 368.) tells 
you of thoſe that made Hawking, and Hunting, and Womens li y- 
ing cit of Hair, to be Caſes of Conſcience ; and Walker con- 
ſults Field particularly, whether it be in any reſpet Tolerable for 
Women that profeſs Religion, and the Reformation, to wear Doub- 
lets, Little Hats with Feathers; Great Gowns .after the French, 
and Outlandiſhh Faſhion; Great Ruffs, and Hair, either Curl'd 
or FrizPd, or ſet out npon Wyres, &c. And Cholmlye de- 
ſires to be reſolv?d wherher the ſtrich Prohibition of not Kind- 
ling of fire on the Sabboth be of the ſubſtance of the Moral Prc- 
CEepr. 

"as all theſe Scruples I ind no difficulty made in the Caſes 
of Dethroning Kings; Demoliſhing Churches ;, Rilling, and 
_ Poſſeſſion, ©c. But to conclude, with the Treatile afore- 
*410 5 
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From the Treple-Croww?d Conſiſtory ; that Lords it over Souls, 
Bodies, and Eſtates; over Kings, Nobles, and Commons; over 
Laws, Magiſtrates, and all Sorts, and Ranks of ern, and In- 
tereſts; That Turns Goſpel into Law, Communities into Deſerts ; 
Men into Beaſts ; 


Good Lord Deltver us, 
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